




Dear Readers and Friends, 

The year 2018 marks Groundwood’s fortieth year as an independent Canadian publisher of fine children’s 
books, and as you read through this catalogue, you might want to keep in mind Gloria Steinem’s words: “This 
is what 40 looks like.” In our case, we have spent forty years fulfilling the mandate upon which the company 
was founded by continuing to publish books that are both beautiful and thought-provoking. Whether it’s a 
picture book like Matt James’s The Funeral, about a child’s first experience of death, or an historical novel like 
Dennis Abrams’s I Was Cleopatra, with its exploration of gender fluidity in Shakespearian England, the books 
we publish speak to children and young adults directly and without condescension. For forty years, we have 
been committed to publishing books about and for children whose experiences of the world are often over-
looked by more mainstream houses, and this season is no exception. I hope you will take the time to read at 
least some of the books on this season’s list. For us, there could be no better fortieth birthday present. 

With thanks, 

Sheila Barry, Publisher
Groundwood Books
sbarry@groundwoodbooks.com
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The Breadwinner
A Graphic Novel
Based on the original book by Deborah Ellis
Adapted from the feature film directed by Nora Twomey

“ A story of courage and heroism 
to inspire young people every-
where.” — Angelina Jolie  

This beautiful graphic-novel adaptation of The Breadwinner 
from the animated feature film tells the story of 
eleven-year-old Parvana, who must disguise herself 
as a boy to support her family during the Taliban’s 
rule in Afghanistan. 

The book features striking art from the film, which 
released in North America in fall 2017. It was di-
rected by Nora Twomey and produced by Aircraft 
Pictures, two-time Academy Award–nominated stu-
dio Cartoon Saloon and Melusine Productions, in 
association with Angelina Jolie. 

JUVENILE FICTION / Comics & Graphic Novels / 
Media Tie-in
JUV008030
978-1-77306-118-4
Paperback / $12.95 US / $14.95 CDN
978-1-77306-163-4
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95
6.875 x 10.0625 / 80 pages
Full-color illustrations 
Also available as an e-book

Ages 10 to 14 / Grades 5 to 9

Curriculum Connections 
• Language arts / graphic texts, media literacy
• Social studies / global issues

JANUARY | GRAPHIC NOVEL
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Also Available

The Breadwinner (Movie tie-in edition)
Written by Deborah Ellis

978-1-77306-071-2
Paperback / $9.95

MIDDLE EAST BOOK AWARD

SWEDEN’S PETER PAN PRIZE

HACKMATACK AWARD

BAIA DELLE FAVOLE AWARD

YALSA POPULAR PAPERBACKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS

“ A great kids’ book … a graphic geopolitical brief that’s also a girl-power parable.” 
—Newsweek

Deborah Ellis is the author of more than two dozen 
books, including The Breadwinner, which has been pub-
lished in twenty-five languages. She has received the 
Ontario Library Association’s President’s Award for 
Exceptional Achievement, and she has been named to 
the Order of Canada. She has donated more than $1 
million in royalties to organizations such as Women 
for Women in Afghanistan, UNICEF and Street 
Kids International. She lives in Simcoe, Ontario.

Nora Twomey is the co-founder and creative direc-
tor of Cartoon Saloon, an animation company that 
produced the Oscar® nominated films The Secret of 
Kells, which Nora co-directed, and Song of the Sea. She 
went on to direct The Breadwinner, an adaptation of 
Deborah Ellis’s best-selling children’s novel. She lives 
in Ireland with her husband and two children. 

The Breadwinner film was produced by Aircraft Pictures, 
Cartoon Saloon and Melusine Productions.
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APRIL | PICTURE BOOK

The Funeral
Written and illustrated by Matt James

A child’s first experience of death 
involves love, laughter and some 
big questions about life.

Norma and her parents are going to her great-uncle 
Frank’s funeral, and Norma is more excited than sad. 
She is looking forward to playing with her favorite 
cousin, Ray, but when she arrives at the church, she 
is confronted with rituals and ideas that have never 
occurred to her before. While not all questions can 
be answered, when the day is over Norma is certain 
of one thing — Uncle Frank would have enjoyed his 
funeral.

This sensitive and life-affirming story will lead 
young readers to ask their own questions about life, 
death and how we remember those who have gone 
before us.

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes /  
Death & Dying
JUV039030
978-1-55498-908-9
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95
8.75 x 12 / 40 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2

Curriculum Connections 
• Health / human development
• Social studies / heritage and identity
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A child’s first experience of death 
involves love, laughter and some 
big questions about life.

Norma and her parents are going to her great-uncle 
Frank’s funeral, and Norma is more excited than sad. 
She is looking forward to playing with her favorite 
cousin, Ray, but when she arrives at the church, she 
is confronted with rituals and ideas that have never 
occurred to her before. While not all questions can 
be answered, when the day is over Norma is certain 
of one thing — Uncle Frank would have enjoyed his 
funeral.

This sensitive and life-affirming story will lead 
young readers to ask their own questions about life, 
death and how we remember those who have gone 
before us.

Also illustrated by Matt James 

The Stone Thrower
Written by Jael Ealey Richardson 

978-1-55498-752-8
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95

“ An excellent addition for sports fans and a great vehicle to 
spark conversation.” — School Library Journal

Matt James is a painter, author/illustrator and musi-
cian whose many highly acclaimed children’s books 
include I Know Here by Laurel Croza (Boston Globe–
Horn Book Award, Marilyn Baillie Picture Book 
Award) and its companion volume, From There to Here; 
and The Stone Thrower by Jael Ealey Richardson. The 
Funeral is the first picture book he has written and 
illustrated. Matt lives in Toronto.
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APRIL | PICTURE BOOK

The Snuggly
Written by Glen Huser
Illustrated by Milan Pavlović

A hilarious story about how much 
Todd can fit in his baby sister’s 
snuggly when he wears it to 
school one morning.

Todd knows that his baby sister’s snuggly is good for 
keeping things close and safe, so when he wears it to 
school one day, it seems like a great idea to use it to 
carry things for his friends. On the walk to school, 
Todd makes room for a model rocket, then a book, a 
snack, a stray kitten, a jar of pollywogs and a travel 
mug, as well as his teddy, Banjo Bear. But by the time 
he gets to class, the snuggly is overflowing, and when 
he gets up for show and tell, the inevitable happens. 
The snuggly bursts!

Milan Pavlović’s vibrant illustrations perfectly de-
pict the physical comedy of Todd’s predicament in 
Glen Huser’s funny and tender story.

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / New Baby
JUV013040   
978-1-55498-901-0
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95
10 x 9 / 32 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2

Curriculum Connections 
• Social studies / family
• Math / spatial awareness
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A hilarious story about how much 
Todd can fit in his baby sister’s 
snuggly when he wears it to 
school one morning.

Todd knows that his baby sister’s snuggly is good for 
keeping things close and safe, so when he wears it to 
school one day, it seems like a great idea to use it to 
carry things for his friends. On the walk to school, 
Todd makes room for a model rocket, then a book, a 
snack, a stray kitten, a jar of pollywogs and a travel 
mug, as well as his teddy, Banjo Bear. But by the time 
he gets to class, the snuggly is overflowing, and when 
he gets up for show and tell, the inevitable happens. 
The snuggly bursts!

Milan Pavlović’s vibrant illustrations perfectly de-
pict the physical comedy of Todd’s predicament in 
Glen Huser’s funny and tender story.

Also illustrated by Milan Pavlovic

Seamus’s Short Story 
Written by Heather Hartt-Sussman

978-1-55498-793-1
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95

 “ A clever and very funny picture book about living life on 
one’s own terms.” — School Library Journal, starred review

“Pavlović taps into Seamus’s newfound joy with a vivid 
palette . . .” — Publishers Weekly

Glen Huser’s novels include Touch of the Clown, Stitches 
(winner of the Governor General’s Literary Award) 
and Skinnybones and the Wrinkle Queen. A former teacher-
librarian in Edmonton, Glen has taught writing for 
children at the University of British Columbia. He 
lives in Vancouver.

Milan Pavlovic is an illustrator and graphic artist 
whose drawings, illustrations, paintings and com-
ics have been published and exhibited internation-
ally. He has also illustrated Seamus’s Short Story by 
Heather Hartt-Sussman. Milan teaches at OCAD 
University and Seneca College, and lives with his 
family in Toronto.
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MARCH | PICTURE BOOK

The Better Tree Fort
Written by Jessica Scott Kerrin
Illustrated by Qin Leng

A father’s love is worth more than 
the best tree fort money can buy.

“Let’s build a tree fort,” Russell says to his dad when 
they move into a house with a big maple tree in the 
backyard. His dad doesn’t know much about building, 
but he gamely follows Russell’s plan. Several trips to 
the lumber store later, the tree fort is done. There is 
no slide, balcony or skylight like Russell imagined, 
but it is perfect — until he notices another tree fort 
going up three houses over.

In this subtle, humorous story, Jessica Scott Kerrin 
explores the idea of keeping up with the Joneses. Qin 
Leng’s lighthearted watercolor illustrations show the 
unshakable bond between a father and son.

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Parents
JUV013060   
978-1-55498-863-1
Hardcover with jacket / $17.95
7.5 x 10.5 / 32 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2

Curriculum Connections 
• Social studies / families
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A father’s love is worth more than 
the best tree fort money can buy.

“Let’s build a tree fort,” Russell says to his dad when 
they move into a house with a big maple tree in the 
backyard. His dad doesn’t know much about building, 
but he gamely follows Russell’s plan. Several trips to 
the lumber store later, the tree fort is done. There is 
no slide, balcony or skylight like Russell imagined, 
but it is perfect — until he notices another tree fort 
going up three houses over.

In this subtle, humorous story, Jessica Scott Kerrin 
explores the idea of keeping up with the Joneses. Qin 
Leng’s lighthearted watercolor illustrations show the 
unshakable bond between a father and son.

Also illustrated by Qin Leng

Away
Written by Emil Sher
978-1-55498-483-1
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95

 “ The perfect antidote for children dreading their first 
overnight trip. Superb.” — School Library Journal, starred 
review

 “ [An] endearing picture book with an empowering message of bravery.” — Booklist, 
starred review

 “Untrammeled and honest.” — Kirkus, starred review

Jessica Scott Kerrin is the author of the middle-
grade novels The Things Owen Wrote, The Spotted Dog 
Last Seen and The Missing Dog Is Spotted. Born and raised 
in Alberta, she now lives in downtown Halifax. The 
Better Tree Fort is her first picture book.

Qin Leng lives and works as a designer and illustra-
tor in Toronto. Her most recent books include Away, 
written by Emil Sher, and A Family Is a Family Is a 
Family, written by Sara O’Leary, which was selected 
for USBBY’s Outstanding International Books List.
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MARCH | PICTURE BOOK

Blue Rider
Written and illustrated by Geraldo Valério

A testament to the ability of 
books to transform our lives and 
our society.

On a gray and crowded city sidewalk, a child discov-
ers a book. That evening, the child begins to read 
and is immediately carried into an untamed natural 
landscape. She experiences a moment of true joy, and 
as if in response to that single blissful moment, people 
seem to come alive in all the other rooms of the apart-
ment block. Thanks to the power of one book, an 
entire society is transformed.

Geraldo Valério was inspired by the German 
Expressionist group known as Der Blaue Reiter (The 
Blue Rider), which formed in Munich in 1911. In 
turn, Geraldo has created a wordless book that speaks 
volumes about how art can transform us beyond the 
sometimes-dreary world of the everyday.

JUVENILE FICTION / Imagination & Play
JUV051000
978-1-55498-981-2
Hardcover with jacket / $19.95
9.75 x 11.5 / 44 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2

Curriculum Connections 
• Visual arts / art forms, styles and techniques
• Language arts / storytelling
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A testament to the ability of 
books to transform our lives and 
our society.

On a gray and crowded city sidewalk, a child discov-
ers a book. That evening, the child begins to read 
and is immediately carried into an untamed natural 
landscape. She experiences a moment of true joy, and 
as if in response to that single blissful moment, people 
seem to come alive in all the other rooms of the apart-
ment block. Thanks to the power of one book, an 
entire society is transformed.

Geraldo Valério was inspired by the German 
Expressionist group known as Der Blaue Reiter (The 
Blue Rider), which formed in Munich in 1911. In 
turn, Geraldo has created a wordless book that speaks 
volumes about how art can transform us beyond the 
sometimes-dreary world of the everyday.

Also by Geraldo Valério

Turn On the Night
978-1-55498-841-9
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95

 “ [An] enchanting wordless story.” — Publishers Weekly, starred 
review 

 “A treat from a masterful artist.” — Kirkus, starred review 

Geraldo Valério was born in Brazil, where he received 
a Bachelor of Arts in drawing, followed by a Master 
of Arts at New York University. His books include 
Abecedário de Aves Brasileiras, My Book of Birds, Turn On 
the Night and Moose, Goose, Animals on the Loose. He lives 
in Toronto.
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  MARCH | PICTURE BOOK

On the Other Side of the Garden
Written by Jairo Buitrago
Illustrated by Rafael Yockteng
Translated by Elisa Amado

A loving, empowering story about 
a girl who finds a way to cope 
with her parents’ separation.

From one of the great creative teams in picture books, 
On the Other Side of the Garden is about a city girl learn-
ing to accept the change brought about by her parents’ 
separation when she is taken to her grandmother’s 
house in the country.

After going up to her room, she decides to venture 
out into the nighttime garden where she meets an 
owl, a frog and a mouse. They take her on a tour of 
her extraordinary new world. When she gets back 
in the morning, her grandmother explains that her 
father won’t be back for a long time. The girl says that 
she wants to be able to spend time in the garden, and 
her grandmother doesn’t seem to be either surprised 
or alarmed by her nighttime adventures.

There is an endnote about the plants and animals 
that might be found in such a garden.

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Marriage & Divorce 
JUV013020 
978-1-55498-983-6
Hardcover with jacket / $19.95
9.375 x 9.375 / 56 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2

Curriculum Connections 
• Health / human development
• Language arts / reading
• Science / nature and the environment
• Social studies / heritage and identity
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A loving, empowering story about 
a girl who finds a way to cope 
with her parents’ separation.

From one of the great creative teams in picture books, 
On the Other Side of the Garden is about a city girl learn-
ing to accept the change brought about by her parents’ 
separation when she is taken to her grandmother’s 
house in the country.

After going up to her room, she decides to venture 
out into the nighttime garden where she meets an 
owl, a frog and a mouse. They take her on a tour of 
her extraordinary new world. When she gets back 
in the morning, her grandmother explains that her 
father won’t be back for a long time. The girl says that 
she wants to be able to spend time in the garden, and 
her grandmother doesn’t seem to be either surprised 
or alarmed by her nighttime adventures.

There is an endnote about the plants and animals 
that might be found in such a garden.

Also by Jairo Buitrago and Rafael Yockteng

Walk with Me
Translated by Elisa Amado

978-1-55498-857-0
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95

 “ Emotionally resonant in the loveliest of ways.”  
— Kirkus, starred review 

 “ A strong choice for all collections.” — School Library 
Journal, starred review 

 “ [A] compassionate portrait of a child negotiating difficult circumstances with grace.” 
— Publishers Weekly, starred review 

Jairo Buitrago is a children’s book author who has 
collaborated with Rafael Yockteng on several pic-
ture books, including Jimmy the Greatest! (six starred 
reviews), Two White Rabbits (three starred reviews) 
and Walk with Me (three starred reviews). Jairo lives 
in Mexico City.

Rafael Yockteng has illustrated many highly ac-
claimed children’s books. Together he and Jairo 
Buitrago have won the “A la Orilla del Viento” con-
test, and their books have been included on IBBY’s 
Honor List, “Los mejores libros del año,” Kirkus Best 
Books, the Horn Book Fanfare and in the White 
Ravens Catalogue. Rafael lives in Bogotá.
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MARCH | PICTURE BOOK

They Say Blue
Written and illustrated by Jillian Tamaki

The highly anticipated first 
picture book from award-winning 
cartoonist and illustrator Jillian 
Tamaki.

Caldecott and Printz Honor–winning illustrator 
Jillian Tamaki brings us a poetic exploration of color 
and nature from a young child’s point of view. They 
Say Blue follows a young girl as she contemplates col-
ors in the known and the unknown, in the immediate 
world and the world beyond what she can see. The sea 
looks blue, yet water cupped in her hands is as clear as 
glass. Is a blue whale blue? She doesn’t know — she 
hasn’t seen one.

Stunningly beautiful illustrations flow from one 
spread to the next, as time passes and the imagination 
takes hold. The world is full of color, and mystery too, 
in this first picture book from an exceptional artist.

JUVENILE FICTION / Concepts / Colors
JUV009020 
978-1-77306-020-0
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95 CDN only
10 x 10 / 40 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2

Curriculum Connections
• Language arts / perspective
• Science / nature and the seasons
• Visual art / color
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The highly anticipated first 
picture book from award-winning 
cartoonist and illustrator Jillian 
Tamaki.

Caldecott and Printz Honor–winning illustrator 
Jillian Tamaki brings us a poetic exploration of color 
and nature from a young child’s point of view. They 
Say Blue follows a young girl as she contemplates col-
ors in the known and the unknown, in the immediate 
world and the world beyond what she can see. The sea 
looks blue, yet water cupped in her hands is as clear as 
glass. Is a blue whale blue? She doesn’t know — she 
hasn’t seen one.

Stunningly beautiful illustrations flow from one 
spread to the next, as time passes and the imagination 
takes hold. The world is full of color, and mystery too, 
in this first picture book from an exceptional artist.

Jillian Tamaki co-created the highly acclaimed 
graphic novels Skim and This One Summer with Mariko 
Tamaki. She has won many awards for her work, in-
cluding the Governor General’s Literary Award, a 
Caldecott Honor, a Printz Honor, the Eisner Award, 
the Doug Wright Award and the Ignatz Award. Her 
work has also been named to the list of New York 
Times Best Illustrated Children’s Books. She lives 
in Toronto.

Also Available 

Colors! /  Colores!
Written by Jorge Luján 
Illustrated by Piet Grobler 
Translated by John Oliver Simon and Rebecca Parfitt

978-0-88899-863-7
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95

“ Flowing watercolors and charming rhymes in English and Spanish combine to convey 
the colors of the natural world with simple yet sophisticated grace. . . . A lovely book to 
share, reflect upon and linger over. . .” — Kirkus Reviews

! 
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MAY | PICTURE BOOK

A Storytelling of Ravens
Written by Kyle Lukoff
Illustrated by Natalie Nelson

A sloth of bears, a smack of 
jellyfish, a nuisance of cats — 
what else lies inside?

A sloth of bears, a smack of jellyfish, a nuisance of 
cats — these are some of the surprising and idiosyn-
cratic names we have for groups of animals. Inspired 
by the evocative possibilities of collective nouns, also 
called “terms of venery,” author Kyle Lukoff and  
illustrator Natalie Nelson have created a picture book 
full of clever wordplay and delightful illustrations. 

A Storytelling of Ravens provides a unique opportunity 
to explore and rejoice in the oddities of the English 
language.

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / General
JUV002000
978-1-55498-912-6
Hardcover / $17.95
8.5 x 11 / 32 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 5 to 8 / Grades K to 3

Curriculum Connections 
• Language arts / vocabulary, wordplay
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A sloth of bears, a smack of 
jellyfish, a nuisance of cats — 
what else lies inside?

A sloth of bears, a smack of jellyfish, a nuisance of 
cats — these are some of the surprising and idiosyn-
cratic names we have for groups of animals. Inspired 
by the evocative possibilities of collective nouns, also 
called “terms of venery,” author Kyle Lukoff and  
illustrator Natalie Nelson have created a picture book 
full of clever wordplay and delightful illustrations. 

A Storytelling of Ravens provides a unique opportunity 
to explore and rejoice in the oddities of the English 
language.

Also Available

The Alphabet Thief
Written by Bill Richardson
Illustrated by Roxanna Bikadoroff

978-1-55498-877-8
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95 US / $17.95 CDN

 “ A smart pick for language lovers of any age.” — Publishers 
Weekly, starred review

Kyle Lukoff has worked at the intersection of books 
and people for over half his life, first as a booksell-
er and later as a school librarian, reviewer, awards 
juror and contributor to professional publications. A 
Storytelling of Ravens is his first picture book. A con-
firmed bachelor, Kyle lives in a Brooklyn apartment 
filled with books.

Natalie Nelson’s illustrations have appeared in many 
publications, including the New York Times and the 
Washington Post. She is the illustrator of The King of 
the Birds by Acree Graham Macam and Uncle Holland 
by JonArno Lawson. Natalie lives in Atlanta with 
her husband.

Groundwood_S18_int.indd   17 10/13/17   2:15 PM



18

MAY | PICTURE BOOK

Turtle Pond
Written by James Gladstone
Illustrated by Karen Reczuch

A delightful tribute to turtles and 
turtle-watching, from a young 
child’s perspective.

In Turtle Pond, a child and his parents visit their local 
public garden throughout the year, observing the 
turtles as they play, dive, feed, bask, climb, hide and 
doze. James Gladstone’s lively prose poem reveals the 
pleasure and curiosity that come from spending time 
with the turtles. Karen Reczuch’s stunningly beauti-
ful illustrations accurately portray these extraordinary 
creatures, both in and out of the water, surrounded 
by lush plants and the changing seasons beyond the 
greenhouse windows.

An author’s note provides more information about 
turtles, including the Red-eared Slider featured in 
the book.

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Animals / Reptiles & 
Amphibians
JNF003190 
978-1-55498-910-2
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95
8.75 x 11 / 32 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2

Curriculum Connections 
• Language arts / poetry 
• Science / ecosystems, reptiles
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A delightful tribute to turtles and 
turtle-watching, from a young 
child’s perspective.

In Turtle Pond, a child and his parents visit their local 
public garden throughout the year, observing the 
turtles as they play, dive, feed, bask, climb, hide and 
doze. James Gladstone’s lively prose poem reveals the 
pleasure and curiosity that come from spending time 
with the turtles. Karen Reczuch’s stunningly beauti-
ful illustrations accurately portray these extraordinary 
creatures, both in and out of the water, surrounded 
by lush plants and the changing seasons beyond the 
greenhouse windows.

An author’s note provides more information about 
turtles, including the Red-eared Slider featured in 
the book.

Also illustrated by Karen Reczuch

West Coast Wild
Written by Deborah Hodge

978-1-55498-440-4
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95 US / $19.95 CDN

 “ [Reczuch’s] precisely drafted illustrations find majesty and 
beauty in the creatures, vegetation, and landscapes that make 
the Pacific Northwest so distinctive.”  — Publishers Weekly, 
starred review

James Gladstone is an editor and author of books for 
children whose frequent visits to Allan Gardens in 
Toronto inspired Turtle Pond. He has also written the 
picture book When Planet Earth Was New, illustrated 
by Katherine Diemert. James lives in Toronto. 

Karen Reczuch has illustrated many award-winning 
children’s books, including West Coast Wild by Deborah 
Hodge, winner of the VCLR Information Book 
Award. Karen’s work includes scientific, historical 
and archeological illustration, and has been exhibited 
internationally. She lives in Lake Country, BC.
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MAY | PICTURE BOOK

The Outlaw
Written and illustrated by Nancy Vo

A small town lives in terror 
of the Outlaw, but one day, he 
disappears – and a mysterious 
stranger rides into town …

In this spare and powerful story set in the Old West, 
people in a small town live in constant worry of an-
other visit from the Outlaw. Then the Outlaw sud-
denly and mysteriously disappears. Time passes, and 
one day a stranger rides into town. He takes it upon 
himself to fix everything that is in disrepair — the 
clapboard schoolhouse, the train station platform. 
He even builds a horse trough. But when someone 
recognizes him as the Outlaw, the crowd turns on 
him. It takes the courage of a small boy to change 
the course of events …

The subtle, beautiful mixed-media art with its 
nineteenth-century textural references perfectly 
complements this original story from debut author 
and illustrator Nancy Vo.

JUVENILE FICTION / Westerns
JUV042000 
978-1-77306-016-3
Hardcover with jacket / $17.95
8.25 x 8.625 / 44 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 6 to 9 / Grades 1 to 4

Curriculum Connections 
• Social studies / communities, acceptance
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A small town lives in terror 
of the Outlaw, but one day, he 
disappears – and a mysterious 
stranger rides into town …

In this spare and powerful story set in the Old West, 
people in a small town live in constant worry of an-
other visit from the Outlaw. Then the Outlaw sud-
denly and mysteriously disappears. Time passes, and 
one day a stranger rides into town. He takes it upon 
himself to fix everything that is in disrepair — the 
clapboard schoolhouse, the train station platform. 
He even builds a horse trough. But when someone 
recognizes him as the Outlaw, the crowd turns on 
him. It takes the courage of a small boy to change 
the course of events …

The subtle, beautiful mixed-media art with its 
nineteenth-century textural references perfectly 
complements this original story from debut author 
and illustrator Nancy Vo.

Also Available

Uncle Holland
Written by JonArno Lawson
Illustrated by Natalie Nelson

978-1-55498-929-4
Hardcover with jacket / $17.95

“ Austere and quirky, with lots of room for conversations.”  
— Kirkus Reviews 

“ A delightfully offbeat testament to being delightfully offbeat.” — Booklist 

Nancy Vo graduated with degrees in Architecture 
and Fine Arts, joined the Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators, and decided to be a picture-
book maker. By day, she works as a facility plan-
ner and at ungodly hours in the night, she gets to 
draw. The Outlaw is her first picture book. She lives 
in Vancouver.

Groundwood_S18_int.indd   21 10/13/17   2:15 PM



22

APRIL | NON-FICTION

The Triumphant Tale of the House Sparrow
Written and illustrated by Jan Thornhill

The extraordinary story of one of 
the most adaptable creatures on 
Earth.

Behold the most despised bird in human history! 
So begins Jan Thornhill’s riveting, beautifully il-

lustrated story of the House Sparrow. She traces the 
history of this perky little bird from its beginnings 
in the Middle East to its spread into India, North 
Africa and Europe. Everywhere the House Sparrow 
went, it competed with humans for grain, becoming 
such a pest that in some places bounties were paid to 
those who got rid of it.

But not everyone hated the House Sparrow, and in 
1852, fifty pairs were released in New York City. In 
no time at all, the bird had spread from coast to coast. 

This fascinating book includes the life history of the 
House Sparrow. A wealth of back matter material is 
also supplied.

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Animals / Birds
JNF003030 
978-1-77306-006-4
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95
8.5 x 11 / 44 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 9 to 12 / Grades 4 to 7

Curriculum Connections 
• Science / life systems, invasive species
• Social studies / early societies, people and environments
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The extraordinary story of one of 
the most adaptable creatures on 
Earth.

Behold the most despised bird in human history! 
So begins Jan Thornhill’s riveting, beautifully il-

lustrated story of the House Sparrow. She traces the 
history of this perky little bird from its beginnings 
in the Middle East to its spread into India, North 
Africa and Europe. Everywhere the House Sparrow 
went, it competed with humans for grain, becoming 
such a pest that in some places bounties were paid to 
those who got rid of it.

But not everyone hated the House Sparrow, and in 
1852, fifty pairs were released in New York City. In 
no time at all, the bird had spread from coast to coast. 

This fascinating book includes the life history of the 
House Sparrow. A wealth of back matter material is 
also supplied.

Also by Jan Thornhill

The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk
978-1-55498-865-5
Hardcover with jacket / $18.95

 “ A sobering, beautifully presented extinction story.”  
— Kirkus, starred review

 “ This vivid, fascinating story emphasizes . . . how deeply in-
tertwined the human and animal worlds can be.” — Booklist, 
starred review

 “ The images have an etched and naturalistic quality that adds beauty and an emotional 
connection to the story.” — School Library Journal, starred review

Jan Thornhill is an author and illustrator who brings 
her fascination with the natural world to her books 
for children. They include The Tragic Tale of the Great 
Auk and I Found a Dead Bird. She spends her spare 
time in the woods obsessively collecting and catalog-
ing wild mushrooms and slime molds. She lives near 
Havelock, Ontario.
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NOW AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK      APRIL | PICTURE BOOK

NOW AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK      APRIL | PICTURE BOOK

NOW AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK      MARCH | PICTURE BOOK

Buddy and Earl
Written by Maureen Fergus
Illustrated by Carey Sookocheff

See how it all began in this tale of how Buddy met 
Earl. 

 “ [Text and art] work in elemental harmony, working together to 
elevate the book to a subliminal sophistication.” — Kirkus, starred 
review

 “ Truly outstanding.” — Booklist, starred review

 “ An understated winner of a friendship story.” — Publishers Weekly, 
starred review

JUVENILE FICTION /  
Social Themes / Friendship
JUV039060 
978-1-77306-119-1 
Paperback / $7.95
978-1-55498-712-2
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95
7.25 x 8.5 / 32 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Buddy and Earl  
Go Exploring
Written by Maureen Fergus
Illustrated by Carey Sookocheff

Our favorite odd-couple friends explore the wilds of 
their house after dark in book two of the Buddy and 
Earl series.

 “ Life is good for Buddy and Earl in this aerobic exercise of the 
imagination.” — Kirkus, starred review

“ A neat story with enough hilarious high jinks to make young readers 
giggle out loud.” — School Library Journal

JUVENILE FICTION /  
Social Themes / Friendship
JUV039060 
978-1-77306-120-7
Paperback / $7.95
978-1-55498-714-6
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95
7.25 x 8.5 / 32 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Carey Sookocheff is the author and illustrator of 
Solutions for Cold Feet and Other Little Problems and Wet. 
She lives in Toronto with her family and her dog, 
Rosie.

Maureen Fergus is an award-winning author of 
books for kids of all ages. She lives in Winnipeg with 
her family and her dog, Buddy.

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2 

Curriculum Connections 
• Language arts / imagination
• Play-based learning
• Social skills / friendship

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2 

Curriculum Connections 
• Language arts / imagination
• Play-based learning
• Social skills / friendship
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NOW AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK      APRIL | PICTURE BOOK

NOW AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK      MARCH | PICTURE BOOK

Buddy and Earl
Written by Maureen Fergus
Illustrated by Carey Sookocheff

See how it all began in this tale of how Buddy met 
Earl. 

 “ [Text and art] work in elemental harmony, working together to 
elevate the book to a subliminal sophistication.” — Kirkus, starred 
review

 “ Truly outstanding.” — Booklist, starred review

 “ An understated winner of a friendship story.” — Publishers Weekly, 
starred review

Buddy and Earl  
Go Exploring
Written by Maureen Fergus
Illustrated by Carey Sookocheff

Our favorite odd-couple friends explore the wilds of 
their house after dark in book two of the Buddy and 
Earl series.

 “ Life is good for Buddy and Earl in this aerobic exercise of the 
imagination.” — Kirkus, starred review

“ A neat story with enough hilarious high jinks to make young readers 
giggle out loud.” — School Library Journal

Carey Sookocheff is the author and illustrator of 
Solutions for Cold Feet and Other Little Problems and Wet. 
She lives in Toronto with her family and her dog, 
Rosie.

Sometimes I Feel 
Like a Fox
Written and illustrated by Danielle Daniel

An award-winning introduction to the Anishinaabe 
tradition of totem animals.

“ This book will fascinate children expanding their horizons and learn-
ing about other cultures (or, in the case of Anishinaabe kids, their 
own).”  — Kirkus Reviews

Danielle Daniel, writer, artist and illustrator, is Métis. Sometimes I Feel Like a Fox 
won the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award and has been selected as one of the 
New York Public Library’s Best 100 Books for Reading and Sharing. Danielle 
also wrote and illustrated Once in a Blue Moon. She lives in Northern Ontario.

JUVENILE FICTION /  
Social Themes / Emotions & 
Feelings
JUV039050
978-1-77306-117-7
Paperback / $9.95
8.25 x 10 / 40 pages
978-1-55498-750-4 
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95
7.375 x 5.25 / 40 pages
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

niwîcihâw /  
ᓂᐄᐧᒋᐦᐋᐤ/ I Help
Written and illustrated by  
Caitlin Dale Nicholson 
Translated by Leona Morin-Neilson

This classic story in Cree and English about a young 
child picking rosehips with his grandmother has been 
updated.

“ Textured acrylic paintings, done in rich earth tones . . . portray the 
sanctity of the natural environment . . . a sensitive, respectful portrayal 
of contemporary Native Americans.” — School Library Journal

JUVENILE FICTION /  
Family / Multigenerational
JUV013030
978-1-77306-116-0
Paperback / $9.95 US / 
$12.95 CDN
978-0-88899-812-5
Full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Caitlin Dale Nicholson is a graduate of the First 
Nations Studies program at the University of Northern 
British Columbia, and she teaches art and English at 
an alternative school in Prince George.

Leona Morin-Neilson teaches Cree at the “Power of 
Friendship” Aboriginal Head Start program in Prince 
George and at the University of Northern British 
Columbia.

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2

Curriculum Connections 
• Arts / drama
• Language arts / poetry
• Social studies / heritage and identities

Ages 4 to 7 / Grades K to 2 

Curriculum Connections 
• Indigenous languages / Cree
• Language arts / reading
•  Social studies / heritage and identities, 

people and environments
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APRIL | JUNIOR FICTION 

Rooster Summer
Written by Robert Heidbreder
Illustrated by Madeline Kloepper

Spend a rooster summer on the 
farm with these irresistible read-
aloud poems.

For the brother and sister in this novel in verse, each 
day begins with a barnyard wakeup call. During a 
summer spent on their grandparents’ farm, they col-
lect eggs from the chicken coop, put on shows for 
city folks in passing trains, fill in for the farm dog by 
barking the cows home and dance around the per-
fectly ripening watermelon growing in Grandma’s 
garden. 

Based on award-winning poet Robert Heidbreder’s 
childhood, these irresistible read-aloud poems show 
the tender relationship between children and their 
grandparents. Madeline Kloepper brings the cast of 
lovable human and animal characters to life with her 
vintage art style.

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Multigenerational
JUV013030
978-1-55498-931-7
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95
5.5 x 8.5 / 64 pages
18 full-color illustrations
Also available as an e-book

Ages 7 to 10 / Grades 2 to 5

Curriculum Connections 
• Language arts / poetry
• Social studies / friendship, rural life 
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Spend a rooster summer on the 
farm with these irresistible read-
aloud poems.

For the brother and sister in this novel in verse, each 
day begins with a barnyard wakeup call. During a 
summer spent on their grandparents’ farm, they col-
lect eggs from the chicken coop, put on shows for 
city folks in passing trains, fill in for the farm dog by 
barking the cows home and dance around the per-
fectly ripening watermelon growing in Grandma’s 
garden. 

Based on award-winning poet Robert Heidbreder’s 
childhood, these irresistible read-aloud poems show 
the tender relationship between children and their 
grandparents. Madeline Kloepper brings the cast of 
lovable human and animal characters to life with her 
vintage art style.

Also by Robert Heidbreder

Song for a Summer Night: A Lullaby 
Illustrated by Qin Leng

978-1-55498-493-0
Hardcover with jacket / $17.95

“ A sweet evocation of the pleasures of nighttime.”  
— Kirkus Reviews

“ Equally effective as a quiet bedtime story or as an  
entertaining group read-aloud, this is a creative and  
lovely addition to the lullaby canon.” — Booklist

Robert Heidbreder is an award-winning children’s 
poet and author. His many books include I Wished for a 
Unicorn, Drumheller Dinosaur Dance and Song for a Summer 
Night. Robert spent thirty years as a primary school 
teacher and has won the Prime Minister’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence. He lives in Vancouver.

Madeline Kloepper is a Canadian artist who has a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts with a major in illustration 
from Emily Carr University of Art and Design. 
Madeline has also illustrated Little Blue Chair by Cary 
Fagan. She lives in Prince George, British Columbia.
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MAY | JUNIOR FICTION

The Hollow under the Tree
Written by Cary Fagan

An escaped lion is hiding in the 
middle of the city, and it is up to 
Sadie and Theo to save him!

When a circus train derails in 1925, a lion escapes 
and finds shelter in a four-hundred-acre park in the 
middle of a big city. No one knows about the creature 
except for Sadie Menken, the feisty daughter of a pie-
maker. As various squirrels, dogs and an expensive 
peacock meet unfortunate ends, and the park “beast” 
is spotted by visitors, the lion’s presence draws the 
attention of the authorities.

Can Sadie save the lion? Can she resist the temp-
tation to try to make a pet of a creature that is wild 
at heart?

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Lions
JUV002150 
978-1-55498-999-7
Hardcover with jacket / $14.95 US / $16.95 CDN
5 x 7.5 / 128 pages
Also available as an e-book

Ages 8 to 11 / Grades 3 to 6

Curriculum Connections 
•  Social studies / human activity and environments, 

responsible citizenship, community and belonging
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Excerpt

An escaped lion is hiding in the 
middle of the city, and it is up to 
Sadie and Theo to save him!

When a circus train derails in 1925, a lion escapes 
and finds shelter in a four-hundred-acre park in the 
middle of a big city. No one knows about the creature 
except for Sadie Menken, the feisty daughter of a pie-
maker. As various squirrels, dogs and an expensive 
peacock meet unfortunate ends, and the park “beast” 
is spotted by visitors, the lion’s presence draws the 
attention of the authorities.

Can Sadie save the lion? Can she resist the temp-
tation to try to make a pet of a creature that is wild 
at heart?

Cary Fagan is the author of several popular short 
novels and picture books, including Danny, Who Fell in 
a Hole and A Cage Went in Search of a Bird (illustrated by 
Banafsheh Erfanian). The Old World, his recent collec-
tion of adult short stories, was published by Anansi. 
He lives in Toronto.

The train car began to slide down the slope of the track bed. Sunny was tossed sideways, banging his jaw 
against a bar. The cage twisted, buckled, and split apart, sending splinters of metal and wood in every 
direction. The lion was thrown free of the debris. He landed in the bushes a hundred yards farther on. 

The lion lay there for a minute or two before rising painfully, bruised on his thigh and shoulder and ribs. 
He shook himself and limped past the bits of wood and metal to begin walking up the dark hill ahead.

The lion came to a post in the ground. He smelled on it the disagreeable odor of the many dogs that 
had stopped there to lift their legs.

Attached to the post was a sign:
Welcome to High Park  

No Littering

Also by Cary Fagan

Danny, Who Fell in a Hole
Illustrated by Milan Pavlović

978-1-55498-312-4
Paperback / $9.95
978-1-55498-311-7
Hardcover with jacket / $14.95

“ A quirky existential adventure for thoughtful readers.”  
— Kirkus Reviews 

“[A] funny and sweet tale.” — Publishers Weekly 
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MAY | MIDDLE-GRADE FICTION

Becca Fair and Foul
Written by Deirdre Baker

A summer on an idyllic island surrounded 
by water and wildlife. What could possibly 
go wrong? Becca is about to find out in this 
sequel to Becca at Sea.

When eleven-year-old Becca returns to her grandmother’s rustic cot-
tage for another summer, she finds herself seeing her beloved island 
in new ways. A hunting owl mistakes a bobbing ponytail for prey. 
A cozy sleepover on the beach takes on the tinges of a nightmare 
when a family of river otters shows up to claim their territory. Becca 
finds a dead bear on the beach and helps to give it a burial at sea. 

Then there are dramas of the human variety. Aunt Meg is griev-
ing over a miscarriage, and Aunt Clare’s medical work in Africa has 
brought on a sadness that even the love of family can’t cure. 

Deirdre Baker has taught children’s literature throughout Canada 
and the US, and she currently teaches in the English department 
at the University of Toronto. She spends her summers on British 
Columbia’s Hornby Island — the setting for the Becca books.

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / 
Marine Life
JUV002170
978-1-55498-957-7
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95
5 x 7.5 / 192 pages
Also available as an e-book

Ages 9 to 12 / Grades 4 to 7

Curriculum Connections 
•  Language Arts / Shakspeare, drama
•  Science and technology / marine 

environments, weather, water cycle

Excerpt
The bear’s legs and paws were stretched out as if it had flopped down to relax on the beach.

But, Becca thought, it wasn’t relaxed. It was completely — she couldn’t even think of a word. Helpless? 
And so alone! It looked utterly dependent on the kindness of strangers for respectful treatment.

And it had a face. That was bothersome, really …
“It doesn’t seem right to leave it on the beach,” Becca said, even though part of her wanted to walk 

away and never come back …
“We should bury it,” she said. “We should give it a decent burial.”
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MAY | MIDDLE-GRADE FICTION

Becca Fair and Foul
Written by Deirdre Baker

A summer on an idyllic island surrounded 
by water and wildlife. What could possibly 
go wrong? Becca is about to find out in this 
sequel to Becca at Sea.

When eleven-year-old Becca returns to her grandmother’s rustic cot-
tage for another summer, she finds herself seeing her beloved island 
in new ways. A hunting owl mistakes a bobbing ponytail for prey. 
A cozy sleepover on the beach takes on the tinges of a nightmare 
when a family of river otters shows up to claim their territory. Becca 
finds a dead bear on the beach and helps to give it a burial at sea. 

Then there are dramas of the human variety. Aunt Meg is griev-
ing over a miscarriage, and Aunt Clare’s medical work in Africa has 
brought on a sadness that even the love of family can’t cure. 

Deirdre Baker has taught children’s literature throughout Canada 
and the US, and she currently teaches in the English department 
at the University of Toronto. She spends her summers on British 
Columbia’s Hornby Island — the setting for the Becca books.

Excerpt

Becca at Sea
Written by Deirdre Baker

“ One girl’s winter, spring and summer 
of wonder and growth on a glorious 
northwest coast island.” — Kirkus Reviews

Becca has often gone with her parents to visit Gran at her rustic 
cabin by the sea. But this year Becca’s mother is expecting a baby, and 
Becca visits her grandmother on her own. The prospect of spending 
time at Gran’s — with her peculiar plumbing and ridiculous Scrabble 
rules — is hardly appealing.

Then, on her very first night, Becca finds an oyster full of pearls. 
One pearl for every adventure to come?

As her mother’s pregnancy progresses, Becca returns to the island 
again and again. And through a busy parade of visiting relatives — 
some welcome, some not — she faces the cacophony of the annual 
herring run in a leaky dinghy, is kissed by a seal, scales a cliff, sails 
a boat for the first time and goes skinny-dipping in a sea of lumi-
nescence. And by the time her parents arrive with the new baby, she 
realizes that adventures, and even friends to share them with, may 
have been right under her nose the whole time.

 “ [Baker’s] dialogue is true-to-life, witty, and intelligent. 
This funny, endearing book should find a wide audience.”  
— Horn Book, starred review

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / 
Marine Life
JUV002170
978-0-88899-738-8
Paperback / $9.95
5 x 7.5 / 168 pages
Also available as an e-book

Ages 9 to 12 / Grades 4 to 7

Curriculum Connections 
•  Science and technology / needs 

and characteristics of living things, 
daily and seasonal changes, the 
environment, islands 

•  Social studies / community, family 
and traditions

Excerpt
Becca floated on her back to rest, sneaking peeks at the reefs that were covered with seals …

From here the seals just looked like a lot of lumps, but she knew what they were like in the water. 
Sleek and powerful and not really human …

Suddenly, it felt like she and Lucy and Alicia were all alone … the water was the seals’ home, and 
she was a visitor here.

“Well, this isn’t so bad,” Alicia said loudly. “This isn’t so terrifying.”
At the sound of her voice, dozens of seals poked up their heads. They turned dark eyes and whiskered 

faces to the girls.
“Just swim,” Becca whispered. “And shut up.”
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Excerpt

MAY | MIDDLE-GRADE FICTION

The Whirlpool
Stories
Written by Laurel Croza
Illustrated by Kelsey Garrity-Riley

A mesmerizing collection of 
short stories about the whirl-
pool of adolescence from Boston 
Globe–Horn Book Award winner 
Laurel Croza.

In these seven stories by Laurel Croza, five teenagers, 
a doll and a squirrel break out of the expectations 
placed upon them. 

Charity takes small steps to escape her control-
ling father. Jasmine endures the rumors about her at 
school. The Oh! So Perfect Hair Dolly wishes for just 
the right child to take her home from the store. Nicola 
has a run-in with a classmate on her first day at a new 
school. A squirrel ruminates on the nature of life and 
death. Dani fights for her dream of playing hockey, 
and Mike finds the kind of family he has longed for 
in his coworkers at the restaurant where he works.       

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes /  
Self-Esteem & Self-Reliance
JUV039140 
978-1-77306-032-3
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95
5 x 7.5 / 96 pages
7 black-and-white illustrations 
Also available as an e-book

Ages 10 to 14 / Grades 5 to 9

Curriculum Connections 
• Social studies / peer pressure, friends, adolescence

There’s no need for Snapchat or text messages in a high school cafeteria at lunchtime. All you have to do 
is sit at one of the tables. Guaranteed, after a minute or two, you’ll know everything there is to know. It’s 
all here. Carried just above our heads. Words surging and swelling and rolling across the cafeteria like 
bodysurfers at a concert. Talk washing over us, flooding us with the ohmygods, the names, the details. 
Everyone, even the quiet ones, caught up in the rumors. The gossip. The whirlpool.

Sometimes the whirlpool slows. A sudden waiting, watching, listening silence. A signal that fresh 
drama is about to unfold. Not on the stage at the back of the room, the curtain drawn shut. This theater 
plays out right in front of us, down on the floor, in the depths of the cafeteria.

I’m not surprised when the current pauses in front of me. It’s the end of September but it’s still my 
name that swirls around and around and around. My name trapped in the whirlpool since school started, 
the day after Labor Day.
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Excerpt
A mesmerizing collection of 
short stories about the whirl-
pool of adolescence from Boston 
Globe–Horn Book Award winner 
Laurel Croza.

In these seven stories by Laurel Croza, five teenagers, 
a doll and a squirrel break out of the expectations 
placed upon them. 

Charity takes small steps to escape her control-
ling father. Jasmine endures the rumors about her at 
school. The Oh! So Perfect Hair Dolly wishes for just 
the right child to take her home from the store. Nicola 
has a run-in with a classmate on her first day at a new 
school. A squirrel ruminates on the nature of life and 
death. Dani fights for her dream of playing hockey, 
and Mike finds the kind of family he has longed for 
in his coworkers at the restaurant where he works.       

Also Available

Jane, the Fox and Me
Written by Fanny Britt
Illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault
Translated by Christelle Morelli & Susan Ouriou

978-1-55498-360-5
Hardcover / $19.95

A New York Times Best Illustrated Children’s Book

 “[A] brutally beautiful story.” — Horn Book, starred review 

Laurel Croza is the author of the picture book I Know 
Here, illustrated by Matt James. It won the Boston 
Globe–Horn Book Award, the Ezra Jack Keats Award 
and the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award. She 
also wrote the sequel, From There to Here. She lives 
with her husband in Toronto.

There’s no need for Snapchat or text messages in a high school cafeteria at lunchtime. All you have to do 
is sit at one of the tables. Guaranteed, after a minute or two, you’ll know everything there is to know. It’s 
all here. Carried just above our heads. Words surging and swelling and rolling across the cafeteria like 
bodysurfers at a concert. Talk washing over us, flooding us with the ohmygods, the names, the details. 
Everyone, even the quiet ones, caught up in the rumors. The gossip. The whirlpool.

Sometimes the whirlpool slows. A sudden waiting, watching, listening silence. A signal that fresh 
drama is about to unfold. Not on the stage at the back of the room, the curtain drawn shut. This theater 
plays out right in front of us, down on the floor, in the depths of the cafeteria.

I’m not surprised when the current pauses in front of me. It’s the end of September but it’s still my 
name that swirls around and around and around. My name trapped in the whirlpool since school started, 
the day after Labor Day.

Kelsey Garrity-Riley grew up in Germany and Belgium 
before moving to the US to pursue her love of art. She 
graduated from the Savannah College of Art and 
Design in 2010. She has also illustrated Other-Wordly 
by Yee-Lum Mak. Kelsey lives and works in Brooklyn, 
New York.
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Excerpt

APRIL | YOUNG ADULT FICTION

I Was Cleopatra
Written by Dennis Abrams

The provocative fictional 
memoir of a boy actor in 
Shakespearian London.

In Shakespeare’s time, women were not allowed to 
appear on stage, and so female parts were played 
by boy actors. In I Was Cleopatra, readers meet John 
Rice — perhaps the most beautiful and acclaimed 
boy actor of them all. It is believed by many that John 
Rice originated the roles of Lady Macbeth, Cleopatra 
and Cordelia, and this fictional memoir explores his 
life both on and off the stage. 

With graceful prose and an encyclopedic knowl-
edge of the period, Dennis Abrams invites readers 
to experience gender fluidity and sexuality through 
the fictional recollections of a fascinating historical 
figure as he reflects on his life in this “farewell” to 
his theatrical past.

YOUNG ADULT FICTION / Performing Arts /  
Theater & Musicals
YAF047050
978-1-77306-022-4
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95 US / $18.95 CDN
5 x 7.5 / 192 pages
Also available as an e-book

Ages 12 and up / Grades 7 and up

Curriculum Connections 
• Arts / drama, theater
• Language arts / independent reading, novel study
• History / English Renaissance

I was Cleopatra.
I was Lady Macbeth.
I was Cordelia in Master Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of King Lear. And I was the Fool in the same play. . . .
I was featured in plays written by William Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, John Webster and other lead-

ing playwrights of my time. I knew them, worked with them, learned from them and became, I like to 
think, their friends. 

I was, for a time, an actor at the Globe Theatre in London, where before I entered my full adulthood 
and because of what some called my beauty — my physical qualities and appearance and demeanor — I 
was featured and praised for my performances in leading women’s roles, to both my shame and, I must 
confess, my pride.

I was loved by boys and girls and by men and women. And I loved them in return.
My name is John Rice.
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The provocative fictional 
memoir of a boy actor in 
Shakespearian London.

In Shakespeare’s time, women were not allowed to 
appear on stage, and so female parts were played 
by boy actors. In I Was Cleopatra, readers meet John 
Rice — perhaps the most beautiful and acclaimed 
boy actor of them all. It is believed by many that John 
Rice originated the roles of Lady Macbeth, Cleopatra 
and Cordelia, and this fictional memoir explores his 
life both on and off the stage. 

With graceful prose and an encyclopedic knowl-
edge of the period, Dennis Abrams invites readers 
to experience gender fluidity and sexuality through 
the fictional recollections of a fascinating historical 
figure as he reflects on his life in this “farewell” to 
his theatrical past.

Also Available

Skim
Mariko Tamaki and Jillian Tamaki 

978-0-88899-964-1
Paperback / $12.95

A New York Times Best Illustrated Children’s Book

 “ A stunningly emotional graphic novel.” — Horn Book, starred 
review

Dennis Abrams has written more than thirty young 
adult biographies and history books. He is also the 
author of The Play’s the Thing, a complete young adult 
guide to the plays of William Shakespeare. I Was 
Cleopatra is his first novel. He lives in Houston.

I was Cleopatra.
I was Lady Macbeth.
I was Cordelia in Master Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of King Lear. And I was the Fool in the same play. . . .
I was featured in plays written by William Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, John Webster and other lead-

ing playwrights of my time. I knew them, worked with them, learned from them and became, I like to 
think, their friends. 

I was, for a time, an actor at the Globe Theatre in London, where before I entered my full adulthood 
and because of what some called my beauty — my physical qualities and appearance and demeanor — I 
was featured and praised for my performances in leading women’s roles, to both my shame and, I must 
confess, my pride.

I was loved by boys and girls and by men and women. And I loved them in return.
My name is John Rice.
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Excerpt

MARCH | YOUNG ADULT FICTION

Ophelia
Written by Charlotte Gingras
Illustrated by Daniel Sylvestre
Translated by Christelle Morelli and Susan Ouriou

Two teenaged loners establish 
an uneasy truce in this visually 
arresting, one-of-a-kind collage-
style novel.

The kids at school call her rag girl because she hides 
under layers of oversized clothing, but she calls herself 
Ophelia. She hardly speaks to anyone — until one 
day a visiting author comes to the school and talks 
about what it means to create art. 

Ophelia finds an abandoned building to use as her 
workshop where she can make larger-than-life art 
but finds that a classmate, an overweight boy named 
Ulysses, is also using the space to repair an old van. 
The two form an uneasy truce, but one night, intrud-
ers invade their sanctuary, and their shared bond and 
individual strength are sorely tested.

YOUNG ADULT FICTION / Loners & Outcasts 
YAF037000
978-1-77306-099-6
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95 US / $18.95 CDN
5.5 x 7.75 / 264 pages
Also available as an e-book

Ages 14 and up / Grades 9 and up

Curriculum Connections 
• Language arts / independent reading, novel study
•  Social studies / challenge and change in society, identity, 

diverse families, sexuality

Also Available

A Small Madness
Written by Dianne Touchell

978-1-55498-837-2
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95

 “ Tender, terse, and utterly unforgettable.” — Booklist, starred 
review

Actually, there’s something I have to tell you. Last spring, I went with the other grade-nine classes to 
see a Shakespeare play. Even if I didn’t really get the whole story and all its battles, violence, cries and 
tragic destinies, from the very start I liked the sad prince and his fiancée, who was driven crazy by love 
and drowned herself in the river. Her name was Ophelia, an incredibly gentle name, don’t you think? 
She looked as though she were asleep on the riverbed, so beautiful with her wet gown clinging to her 
body and her hair like golden seaweed. Ever since, I’ve taken her name in secret. You’re the first to know.
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Two teenaged loners establish 
an uneasy truce in this visually 
arresting, one-of-a-kind collage-
style novel.

The kids at school call her rag girl because she hides 
under layers of oversized clothing, but she calls herself 
Ophelia. She hardly speaks to anyone — until one 
day a visiting author comes to the school and talks 
about what it means to create art. 

Ophelia finds an abandoned building to use as her 
workshop where she can make larger-than-life art 
but finds that a classmate, an overweight boy named 
Ulysses, is also using the space to repair an old van. 
The two form an uneasy truce, but one night, intrud-
ers invade their sanctuary, and their shared bond and 
individual strength are sorely tested.

Also Available

A Small Madness
Written by Dianne Touchell

978-1-55498-837-2
Hardcover with jacket / $16.95

 “ Tender, terse, and utterly unforgettable.” — Booklist, starred 
review

Charlotte Gingras is a former teacher and visual 
artist, and she remains one of Quebec’s best-loved 
authors of works for young readers. Her books have 
been translated into several languages, and she has 
twice won the Governor General’s Literary Award, 
for La liberté? Connais pas… and Un été de Jade, which 
also won the Mr. Christie’s Award. She lives in 
Montreal.

Actually, there’s something I have to tell you. Last spring, I went with the other grade-nine classes to 
see a Shakespeare play. Even if I didn’t really get the whole story and all its battles, violence, cries and 
tragic destinies, from the very start I liked the sad prince and his fiancée, who was driven crazy by love 
and drowned herself in the river. Her name was Ophelia, an incredibly gentle name, don’t you think? 
She looked as though she were asleep on the riverbed, so beautiful with her wet gown clinging to her 
body and her hair like golden seaweed. Ever since, I’ve taken her name in secret. You’re the first to know.

Daniel Sylvestre is a well-known illustrator, graphic 
artist and engraver. His illustrations for Rose: derrière 
le rideau de la folie by Élise Turcotte won the Governor 
General’s Literary Award and his illustrations for Ma 
vie de reptile by Sylvie Massicotte were shortlisted for 
the Governor General’s Literary Award. He lives in 
Montreal.

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada through the National Translation Program for Book Publishing, an  
initiative of the Roadmap for Canada’s Official Languages 2013-2018: Education, Immigration, Communities, for our translation activities.
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FROM HOUSE OF ANANSI PRESS                 NEW IN US / MAY

FROM HOUSE OF ANANSI PRESS            NEW IN US / MARCH

The Break
Written by Katherena Vermette
Winner of the Amazon.ca First Novel Award, this stunning debut 
novel by multi-award–winning poet Katherena Vermette tells the story 
of a multigenerational Indigenous family dealing with the fallout of a 
shocking crime.

Katherena Vermette is a Métis writer from Treaty One territory, the 
heart of the Métis nation, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Her first 
book, North End Love Songs (The Muses Company) won the Governor 
General’s Literary Award for Poetry. Her National Film Board short 
documentary, this river, won the Coup de Coeur at the Montreal First 
Peoples Festival and a Canadian Screen Award.

Barrelling Forward
Stories
Written by Eva Crocker
Crocker gives us an unforgettable array of ordinary people, sometimes 
soaring, sometimes sinking, but always, ultimately, barrelling forward 
towards what’s next. Vivid, sexy, funny and raw, this is a marvel of a 
debut from one of Canada’s most thrilling new writers.

Eva Crocker’s stories have been published in Riddle Fence, The Overcast 
and The Telegram’s Cuffer Antholog y. Barrelling Forward was shortlisted 
for the 2015 NLCU Fresh Fish Award for Emerging Writers. Crocker 
recently completed a Master’s Degree in English Literature at Memorial 
University.

FICTION / Literary
FIC19000
978-1-4870-0111-7
Paperback / $16.95 US / $22.95 CDN
5.25 x 8 / 360 pages
Also available as an e-book

Ages 15 and up / Grades 10 and up

FICTION / Literary
FIC019000
978-1-4870-0143-8
Paperback / $15.95 US / $ 19.95 CDN
5.25 x 8 / 256 pages
Also available as an e-book

Ages 15 and up / Grades 10 and up
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