
RIGHTS CATALOGUE 
2017 / 2018

GROUNDWOOD 
BOOKS



i

A BUDDY AND EARL GIFT: 
BOOK AND PUPPETS
MAUREEN FERGUS
ILLUSTRATED BY CAREY SOOKOCHEFF

Buddy and Earl are now puppets!

This gift box includes everyone’s 
favorite dog and hedgehog friends as 
puppets, as well as a paperback edition of 
the first book in the series.

Paperback Picture Book with Puppets

Box 10.25 x 10.25 x 3.25 • 32 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 COMING SOON
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BUDDY AND EARL GO TO SCHOOL
MAUREEN FERGUS
ILLUSTRATED BY CAREY SOOKOCHEFF

When Buddy and Earl go to school, adventure is sure to follow!

Buddy and Earl know that with 
the right education they can become 
anything — even a dentist or a hot-
dog vendor! So they eagerly gather 
their silly, smelly supplies and head to 
school with their human teacher Miss 
Meredith.

In this fourth book in the critically 
acclaimed Buddy and Earl series, the 
dog who likes to play by the rules and 
the hedgehog who knows no limits 
learn just how much fun school can be.  

MAUREEN FERGUS is an award-
winning author of books for kids of all 
ages. Her novels include The Gypsy 
King trilogy and Ortega; her picture 
books include InvisiBill and The Day 
My Mom Came to Kindergarten. She 
lives in Winnipeg.

CAREY SOOKOCHEFF’s illustrations 
have garnered awards from Communi-
cation Arts and American Illustration as 
well as the Society of Illustrators. She 
lives in Toronto.

Picture Book

7.25 x 8.5 • 32 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017
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UNCLE HOLLAND
JONARNO LAWSON
ILLUSTRATED BY NATALIE NELSON

From the international best-selling author of Sidewalk Flowers and 
the illustrator of The King of the Birds

When Holland is arrested for 
the thirty-seventh time for stealing, 
he joins the army and is sent south, 
where he finds himself surrounded by 
beautiful things: palm trees, parrots, 
flowers and big blue waves … and fish! 

Holland realizes that “not every-
thing that’s pretty can be stuffed in 
your pockets!” He starts painting 
pictures of the fish, which he sells at 
the market. The result of his efforts is 
an original picture book about crime, 
punishment … and art.

JONARNO LAWSON’s acclaimed pic-
ture book Sidewalk Flowers won the 
Governor General’s Literary Award. 
He is a four-time winner of the Lion 
and the Unicorn Award for Excellence 
in North American Children’s Poetry. 
He lives in Toronto with his wife and 
three children.

NATALIE NELSON’s illustrations 
have appeared in many publications, 
including the New York Times and the 
Washington Post. She lives in Atlanta, 
Georgia, with her husband.

Picture Book

10 x 8.5 • 32 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2017
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BLUE RIDER
GERALDO VALÉRIO

A testament to the ability of books to transform our lives and our 
society

On a gray and crowded city side-
walk, a child discovers a book. That 
evening, the child begins to read and 
is immediately carried beyond the re-
petitive sameness of an urban skyscape 
into an untamed natural landscape. 
The child experiences a moment of 
true joy, and as if in response to that 
single blissful moment, people seem 
to come alive in all the other rooms 
in the apartment block. Thanks to the 
power of one book, an entire city is 
transformed. 

Inspired by the German Expres-
sionist group known as The Blue 
Rider, Geraldo Valério has created 
a wordless book that speaks volumes 
about how art can transport us be-
yond the sometimes-dreary world of 
the everyday. 

GERALDO VALÉRIO was born in Bra-
zil. His illustrations appear in books 
published in Canada, the United 
States, Brazil, Portugal, France and 
Germany. They include Abecedário de 
Aves Brasileiras, My Book of Birds and 
Turn On the Night.

ALSO BY GERALDO VALÉRIO

Picture Book

9.75 x 11.5 • 44 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD:  
Chinese simplified

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
France, UK/ 
Commonwealth

 SPRING 2018
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TOWN IS BY THE SEA
WRITTEN BY JOANNE SCHWARTZ
ILLUSTRATED BY SYDNEY SMITH

A new picture book from Joanne Schwartz and Sydney Smith, the 
acclaimed illustrator of Sidewalk Flowers

A young boy wakes up to the sound 
of the sea, visits his grandfather’s grave 
after lunch and comes home to a simple 
family dinner, but all the while his mind 
strays to his father digging for coal deep 
down under the sea. Stunning illustra-
tions by Sydney Smith, the award-
winning illustrator of Sidewalk Flowers, 
show the striking contrast between a 
sparkling seaside day and the darkness 
underground where the miners dig.

JOANNE SCHWARTZ was born in 
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. Her first 
picture book, Our Corner Grocery Store, 
illustrated by Laura Beingessner, was 
nominated for the Marilyn Baillie Pic-
ture Book Award. Her most recent book 
is Pinny in Summer, illustrated by Isabelle 
Malenfant. Joanne lives in Toronto.

SYDNEY SMITH’s books include The 
White Cat and the Monk by Jo Ellen 
Bogart, a New York Times Best Illus-
trated Children’s Book, and the word-
less picture book Sidewalk Flowers, 
conceived by JonArno Lawson, which 
also received this honor, was shortlisted 
for the CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal 
and won a Governor General’s Award.

Picture Book

11 x 8.25 • 52 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: UK/Commonwealth, 
Japan, Korea, Vietnam

 SPRING 2017

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY  
SYDNEY SMITH

RIGHTS HELD: World
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THE FUNERAL
MATT JAMES

A child’s first experience of death involves love, laughter and some 
big questions about life

Norma and her parents are going 
to Uncle Frank’s funeral, and Norma 
is more excited than sad. She is look-
ing forward to playing with her favorite 
cousin, Ray, but when she arrives at the 
church, she is confronted with rituals 
and ideas that have never occurred to her 
before. While not all her questions can 
be answered, when the day is over Nor-
ma is certain of one thing: Uncle Frank 
would have really enjoyed his funeral. 

This sensitive and life-affirming 
story will lead young readers to ask 
their own questions about life, death 
and how we remember those who have 
gone before us. 

MATT JAMES is a noted painter, illus-
trator and musician. His books have 
won many awards, including the Bos-
ton Globe-Horn Book Award and the 
Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award (I 
Know Here, written by Laurel Croza) 
and the Governor General’s Literary 
Award (Northwest Passage). Matt lives 
in Toronto.

Picture Book

8.75 x 12 • 36 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2018
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AWAY
WRITTEN BY EMIL SHER
ILLUSTRATED BY QIN LENG

A moving story told entirely through sticky notes between a 
mother and daughter

Love shines through in the 
sticky notes shared between a mother 
and daughter in this picture book 
about making time for family in the 
midst of our busy lives.

Between work and school, house-
work and homework, a mother and 
daughter don’t always get to spend as 
much time together as they’d like. Add 
to that a little girl’s fears about leaving 
home for the first time, and the need to 
stay close through handwritten notes 
becomes even more important.

EMIL SHER’s first young adult novel, 
Young Man with Camera, was nomi-
nated for the Governor General’s Lit-
erary Award. He has written acclaimed 
stage adaptations of Hana’s Suitcase by 
Karen Levine and The Boy in the Moon 
by Ian Brown. He lives in Toronto.

QIN LENG, a designer and illustrator 
in Toronto, graduated from the Mel 
Hoppenheim School of Cinema and has 
received many awards for her animated 
short films and artwork. Her recent 
books include Happy Birthday, Alice 
Babette by Monica Kulling and A Family 
Is a Family Is a Family by Sara O’Leary.

Picture Book

10.5 x 8.5 • 24 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2017

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY  
QIN LENG

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Italy, Brazil, Korea
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FEDERICA
SCOT RITCHIE

When Federica invites the animals from the park back to her 
house, chaos ensues . . . and cleanliness?

Federica’s busy family can’t keep 
their house clean! To get away from 
the buzzy, buggy mess, she escapes 
to the park where she can spend time 
with her animal friends … which gives 
her an idea.

She brings home sheep and goats, 
spiders and dragonflies, a toad, an owl 
and some raccoons. Then she takes 
her family to the park for a picnic, and 
while they’re gone, the animals chomp 
the overgrown grass in the backyard, 
eat the garbage and catch the pesky 
bugs overrunning the house. After a 
peaceful time at the park, Federica’s 
family comes home to a clean house — 
and raccoons doing the dishes! 

SCOT RITCHIE is an award-winning 
illustrator and author with more than 
fifty books to his credit. His books 
have been translated into many lan-
guages. Scot has worked with the 
National Film Board of Canada and 
has exhibited his illustrations at the 
National Gallery of Canada. He lives 
in Vancouver.

Picture Book

7.75 x 9.25 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017
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SEAMUS’S SHORT STORY
HEATHER HARTT-SUSSMAN
ILLUSTRATED BY MILAN PAVLOVIĆ

A boy in high heels sees the world from a new perspective

Seamus is short, and from where 
he is standing, the world appears to be 
made for tall people. One day, while 
playing dress-up in his mother’s closet, 
he finds a way to reach new heights. 

With his mother’s high-heeled 
shoes on, Seamus can suddenly reach 
everything that was once too high: the 
elevator button, the chocolate milk in 
the fridge, the TV remote and that 
horrid picture of him as a baby. But 
when Seamus encounters problems 
that can’t be solved from a great 
height, he has to admit that sometimes 
being small just isn’t so bad. 

HEATHER HARTT-SUSSMAN is the 
author of the acclaimed Nana’s Getting 
Married trilogy and the Noni series. 
Noni Is Nervous was an Editors’ Choice 
in the New York Times Sunday Book 
Review. She lives in Toronto.

MILAN PAVLOVIĆ is an illustrator 
and graphic artist whose art has been 
published and exhibited internation-
ally. He teaches illustration and lives 
with his family in Toronto.

Picture Book

7.875 x 10.75 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017
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ONCE IN A BLUE MOON
DANIELLE DANIEL

Celebrating moments that make life magical

Inspired by the expression “once 
in a blue moon,” Danielle Daniel has 
created a book of short poems, each 
one describing a rare or special experi-
ence that turns an ordinary day into a 
memorable one. In simple words and 
delightful naïve images, Once in a Blue 
Moon celebrates the magical moments 
that come from the beauty and won-
ders of nature.

DANIELLE DANIEL, a mixed media 
artist and writer, is Métis. Her first 
book, Sometimes I Feel Like a Fox, won 
the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book 
Award and was selected as one of 
the New York Public Library’s 100 
Titles for Reading and Sharing. She 
has recently published a memoir, The 
Dependent.

Picture Book

8.5 x 8.5 • 32 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017

ALSO BY DANIELLE DANIEL

RIGHTS HELD: World
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ME AND YOU AND THE RED CANOE
JEAN E. PENDZIWOL
ILLUSTRATED BY PHIL

A gorgeously illustrated, lyrical story about experiencing the 
wonders of the natural world

In the stillness of a summer dawn, 
two siblings leave their campsite with 
their fishing tackle and push a red canoe 
into the lake. Trailing a lure through the 
blue-green depths, they paddle around 
a point where they see a moose in the 
shallows, a beaver swimming toward its 
home and an eagle returning to its nest. 
Suddenly there is a sharp tug and the rod 
bends to meet the water …

The poetic text is accompanied 
by stunningly beautiful paintings 
rendered on wood panels that give a 
nostalgic feeling to the story.

JEAN E. PENDZIWOL has published 
several highly acclaimed picture books, 
including Once Upon a Northern Night, 
illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault, final-
ist for the Governor General’s Literary 
Award and the TD Canadian Chil-
dren’s Literature Award. Her debut 
adult novel, The Lightkeeper’s Daughters, 
will be published in 2017 in more than 
ten languages.

PHIL is an artist whose paintings 
recall memories, images and feelings. 
This is his first picture book.

Picture Book

8.75 x 8.75 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017

ALSO BY JEAN E. PENDZIWOL

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: UK/Commonwealth, 
Germany, French/World excl. NA, French/
NA, Spanish/Europe, Chinese simplified, 
Japan, Korea
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ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE GARDEN
JAIRO BUITRAGO
ILLUSTRATED BY RAFAEL YOCKTENG
TRANSLATED BY ELISA AMADO

A loving, empowering story from one of the great creative teams in 
picture books

A city girl learns to accept the change 
brought about by her parents’ separation 
when she is taken to her grandmother’s 
house in the country and befriended by 
an owl, a frog and a mouse.

Buitrago’s stories are noted for 
conveying large truths through under-
statement and suggestion. This book, 
beautifully illustrated by Yockteng, 
shows how a child can use her own brav-
ery and curiosity to confront frighten-
ing and potentially destructive realities.

Includes a note about the plants 
and animals that might be found in a 
country garden.

Author JAIRO BUITRAGO has collabo-
rated with Rafael Yockteng on several 
picture books, including Jimmy the 
Greatest! (six starred reviews) and Two 
White Rabbits, available in Spanish as Dos 
conejos blancos. He lives in Mexico City.

RAFAEL YOCKTENG has illustrated 
many highly acclaimed children’s books, 
including Sopa de frijoles / Bean Soup by 
Jorge Argueta (USBBY Outstanding 
International Books), and Jimmy the 
Greatest! and Two White Rabbits by Jairo 
Buitrago. Rafael lives in Bogotá.

Picture Book

9.375 x 9.375 • 56 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World rights, excluding 
Chile and Colombia

 SPRING 2018

ALSO BY JAIRO BUITRAGO 
AND RAFAEL YOCKTENG

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Chinese simplified
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COYOTE TALES
THOMAS KING
ILLUSTRATED BY BYRON EGGENSCHWILER

Laugh-out-loud Coyote trickster stories by award-winning author 
Thomas King

Two tales display Thomas King’s cheeky hu-
mor and master storytelling skills. 

In Coyote Sings to the Moon, Coyote makes Moon 
so angry that she dives into a pond, plunging the 
world into darkness. But clever Old Woman comes 
up with a plan to send Moon back up into the sky.

Mischievous Raven wreaks havoc in Coyote’s 
New Suit, when she prompts Coyote to steal suits 
belonging to all the other animals — a hilarious 
illustration of the consequences of wanting more 
than we need.

THOMAS KING has written A Coyote Solstice Tale, 
illustrated by Gary Clement, winner of the Ameri-
can Indian Library Association Youth Literature 
Award for Best Picture Book, and A Coyote Colum-
bus Story, illustrated by William Kent Monkman, a 
Governor General’s Literary Award finalist. King 
also won the Governor General’s Literary Award 
for his adult novel, The Back of the Turtle. 

BYRON EGGENSCHWILER is an award-winning 
illustrator whose clients include the New York Times 
and the Wall Street Journal.

Juvenile Fiction

5.25 x 7.75 • 60 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017
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SIT
DEBORAH ELLIS

Nine poignant and empowering stories from the author of 
The Breadwinner

In this short-story collection, Deborah 
Ellis draws our attention to the familiar sight of 
the seated child. Jafar is a child laborer in a chair 
factory and longs to go to school. Sue sits on a swing 
as she and her brother wait to have a supervised 
visit with their father at the children’s aid society. 
Gretchen tries out a toilet seat during a school tour 
of Auschwitz. Barry squirms on a food-court chair 
as his parents tell him that they are splitting up. 
Macie sits on her plastic time-out chair while her 
mother receives visitors for tea.

These children find the courage to face their 
situations in ways large and small, in this eloquent 
collection from a beloved author.

DEBORAH ELLIS is the author of more than two 
dozen books, including The Breadwinner, which has 
been published in twenty-five languages. She lives 
in Simcoe, Ontario.

Short-Story Collection

5 x 7.5 • 128 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017
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GRANDFATHER AND THE MOON
STÉPHANIE LAPOINTE
ILLUSTRATED BY ROGÉ
TRANSLATED BY SHELLEY TANAKA

An award-winning graphic novel — for fans of Jane, the Fox and Me 
and A Year Without Mom

WINNER OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
LITERARY AWARD, YOUNG PEOPLE’S LITERATURE — 
ILLUSTRATED BOOKS, FRENCH

This moving graphic novel tells the story of 
the affection between a girl and her grandfather. 

Grandfather, a man of few words, is devastated 
when his beloved wife succumbs to cancer, and he 
sinks into depression. His granddaughter decides to 
enter the Who Will Go to the Moon Contest, and 
when she actually wins, she hopes that Grandfather 
will be proud of her. She embarks on the thrilling 
journey and at first it is wonderful, but just as she 
is about to reach the moon, her journey takes an 
unexpected turn.

STÉPHANIE LAPOINTE is a singer and actress. She 
has co-directed several documentaries abroad for 
Radio Canada International and Care Canada. She 
is also the author of the young adult novel, Victoria. 
Stéphanie lives in Montreal.

ROGÉ is an illustrator and writer with more than 
twenty children’s books to his credit. He has won the 
Governor General’s Literary Award, and his book on 
Haiti was named a New York Times Best Illustrated 
Children’s Book. He lives in Montreal.

Graphic Novel

7.5 x 10 • 96 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World 
English

 SPRING 2017



25



26

SADIE AND THE LION
CARY FAGAN

A lion is on the loose in the city, and it is up to Sadie to save him.

When a circus train derails, a lion escapes and 
finds shelter in High Park, a four-hundred-acre park 
in the west end of the city. No one knows about the 
beast except for Sadie Menken, the feisty daughter 
of a pie-maker. As various squirrels, dogs and an 
expensive peacock meet unfortunate ends, and the 
park “monster” is spotted by visitors, the lion’s pres-
ence draws the attention of the authorities. 

Can Sadie save the lion? That will take the help 
of some unlikely allies, including her beleaguered 
pie-making father, Miss Clemons the librarian and 
a polite but lonely rich boy named Theodore.

CARY FAGAN has won the Jewish Book Award 
and the IODE Jean Throop Book Award, and his 
books have been nominated for the Rogers Writ-
ers’ Trust Fiction Prize, the Giller Prize, the Sil-
ver Birch Award, the Norma Fleck Award and the 
Rocky Mountain Book Award. He lives in Toronto. 

Middle-Grade Fiction

5 x 7.5 • 96 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2018
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THE GOAT
ANNE FLEMING

A mountain goat living on the roof of a downtown apartment 
building? It’s too strange, even for Manhattan …

When Kid accompanies her parents to New 
York City for a six-month stint of dog-sitting and 
home-schooling, she sees what looks like a tiny 
white cloud on the top of their apartment building. 

Rumor says there’s a goat living on the roof, but 
how can that be?  

As Kid soon discovers, a goat on the roof may be 
the least strange thing about her new home, whose 
residents are both eccentric and fascinating.  

ANNE FLEMING is the author of Pool-Hopping and 
Other Stories (shortlisted for the Ethel Wilson Fic-
tion Prize, the Danuta Gleed Award and the Gov-
ernor General’s Literary Award), Anomaly and Gay 
Dwarves of America. She is a long-time and highly 
regarded teacher of creative writing. She lives in 
Vancouver. The Goat is her first full-length work 
for young readers.

Middle-Grade Fiction

5 x 7.5 • 160 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2017

★ “Filled with joy, sweet sadness, and a triumph of 
spirit. Lovely.” — Kirkus, starred review

★ “With delicate insight and humor, Fleming 
cleverly unites people — and goats — from vastly 
different walks of life in an offbeat celebration of 
courage and individuality.” — Booklist, starred review
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BECCA FAIR AND FOUL
DEIRDRE BAKER

A summer on an idyllic island surrounded by family and nature. 
What could possibly go wrong?

When eleven-year-old Becca returns to 
her grandmother’s rustic cottage for another sum-
mer, she suddenly sees the island and its inhabitants 
in new ways. She finds a dead bear on the beach 
and helps to give it a burial at sea. A hunting owl 
mistakes a ponytail for prey. A cozy sleepover on the 
beach turns scary when a family of sea otters shows 
up to claim their territory. And as Becca and her 
cousins plan to put on a performance of The Tempest 
to raise money for a new boat, the play seems to find 
unsettling and startling echoes in the natural world 
she thought she knew so well.

DEIRDRE BAKER has taught children’s literature 
throughout Canada and the US and currently 
teaches in the English department at the University 
of Toronto. She spends her summers on Hornby 
Island, British Columbia, the setting for Becca at 
Sea and Becca Fair and Foul.

Middle-Grade Fiction

5 x 7.5 • 168 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2018

ALSO BY DEIRDRE 
BAKER

RIGHTS HELD: World
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MARY ANNING’S CURIOSITY
MONICA KULLING

The amazing story of how the world’s greatest fossilist made her 
first huge find at the age of twelve

Mary Anning, considered the world’s great-
est fossilist, discovered her first big find at the age of 
twelve. This novel is an imaginative re-creation of her 
childhood in early nineteenth-century Lyme Regis.

Mary was born in 1799 in Lyme Regis, England, 
to a poor family. Her father, a carpenter and part-
time fossil hunter, taught his children to look for 
fossils. Mary, with her older brother, Joe, found 
what they believed to be the skeleton of the Great 
Croc of the legends, which would later be termed 
the Ichthyosaurus. 

Includes an author’s note.

MONICA KULLING is the author of over fifty books 
for children. Monica’s work has been nominated 
for many awards, including numerous Silver Birch 
Express and Golden Oak awards. Her recent picture 
books include Happy Birthday, Alice Babette; Grant 
and Tillie Go Walking and The Tweedles Go Electric. 
Monica lives in Toronto. 

Middle-Grade Fiction

5 x 7.5 • 120 pages

 SPRING 2017
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THE MOSAIC
NINA BERKHOUT

A thought-provoking and poetic novel that raises questions about 
art, war and love

Twyla can’t wait to get out of Halo — a small 
Montana town that boasts two malls, a pork factory 
and a military base. She has her heart set on moving 
to California with her boyfriend right after high 
school. But before she can graduate, she has to get 
her volunteer hours, and that means helping a young 
PTSD-afflicted war vet named Gabriel — hardly a 
good match for Twyla’s pacifist sensibilities. 

Then she discovers that Gabriel has a secret 
project in a decommissioned nuclear missile site 
on his family farm — a gigantic mosaic made from 
ammunition. As Twyla’s disdain turns first to awe, 
and then to love, she is sure she can help Gabriel 
fulfill his potential, if only he will let her help him.

NINA BERKHOUT is a poet and the author of The 
Gallery of Lost Species, which was selected as one of 
the best books of 2015 by Canada’s largest book 
chain. She is the author of five poetry collections, 
including Elseworlds, winner of the Archibald 
Lampman Award. The Mosaic is her first book for 
young readers.

Young Adult Fiction

5.5 x 8.25 • 256 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017
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PRINCE OF POT
TANYA LLOYD KYI

Living on an illegal grow-op means life-as-usual for Isaac — until 
he meets the beautiful and mercurial Samantha

Isaac is in his last year of high school in a small 
town in the interior of British Columbia. He loves 
art class, drives an old pickup, argues with his fa-
ther and hangs out with his best buddy, Hazel. But 
Isaac’s life is anything but normal. His family has a 
large marijuana grow-op hidden in the mountains, 
Hazel is a black bear that helps to guard the prop-
erty, and his family’s livelihood and location are 
a deep secret. So when Isaac falls in love with the 
daughter of a cop, life becomes very complicated 
indeed.

TANYA LLOYD KYI is the author of several award-
winning books for young readers, including DNA 
Detective and Anywhere but Here. The daughter of 
hippies, she grew up in the Kootenays, the setting 
for Prince of Pot. She now lives in Vancouver.

Young Adult Fiction

5.5 x 8.25 • 224 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2017
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I WAS CLEOPATRA
DENNIS ABRAMS

The provocative fictional memoir of a boy actor in Shakespearian 
London

In Shakespeare’s time, women were not al-
lowed to appear on stage, and so female parts were 
played by boy actors. In I Was Cleopatra, readers will 
meet John Rice — perhaps the most beautiful and 
acclaimed boy actor of them all. John Rice origi-
nated the roles of Lady Macbeth, Cleopatra and 
Cordelia, and this fictional memoir explores his life 
both on and off the stage. With graceful prose and 
an encyclopedic knowledge of the period, Dennis 
Abrams invites readers to experience gender fluidity 
and sexuality through the fictional recollections of 
a fascinating historical figure who is looking back 
on his life in this “farewell” to his theatrical past. 

DENNIS ABRAMS has written more than thirty 
young adult biographies and histories, and is the 
author of The Play’s the Thing, a complete YA guide 
to the plays of William Shakespeare. I Was Cleopatra 
is his first novel.

Young Adult Fiction

5.5 x 8.25 • 192 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2018



GROUNDWOOD BOOKS IS REPRESENTED BY AGENTS  
IN THE FOLLOWING TERRITORIES:

GERMANY

Fiction works only, Paul & Peter Fritz Agency
Antonia Fritz | afritz@fritzagency.com

CHINA

Complex Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Cynthia Chang | cynthia@bardon.com.tw

Simplified Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Jianmei Wang | jianmei@bardon.com.tw

JAPAN

Japan Uni Agency, Inc., Maiko Fujinaga | maiko.fujinaga@japanuni.co.jp
   Takeshi Oyama | takeshi.oyama@japanuni.co.jp

KOREA

Choicemaker Korea, Ha Young Choi | young@choicemaker.com

TURKEY

AnatoliaLit Agency, Dilek Akedemir | dilek@anatolialit.com

FOR OTHER TERRITORIES INQUIRE DIRECTLY TO

Barbara Howson, Vice President, Sales and Licensing | bhowson@groundwoodbooks.com
Erica Mojzes, Rights Assistant | emojzes@groundwoodbooks.com

For more information about Groundwood Books, visit groundwoodbooks.com.

Groundwood Books / House of Anansi Press
128 Sterling Road, Lower Level, Toronto, Ontario M6R 2B7
Tel: 416-363-4343  Fax: 416-363-1017
groundwoodbooks.com

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

We acknowledge for their 
financial support of our 
publishing program the 
Canada Council for the Arts, 
the Ontario Arts Council, the 
Ontario Media Development 
Corporation and the Govern-
ment of Canada.

With the participation of the Government of Canada
Avec la participation du gouvernement du Canada



THE BREADWINNER
DEBORAH ELLIS

SOON TO BE AN ANIMATED FEATURE FILM

COMING 

IN 2017

Film produced by

In association with jolie pas productions
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