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THE KING OF THE BIRDS
ACREE GRAHAM MACAM
ILLUSTRATED BY NATALIE NELSON

A joyful picture-book debut

A young fan of fowl brings home 
a peacock to be the king of her collec-
tion … but he refuses to show off his 
colorful tail. The girl goes to great 
lengths to encourage the peacock to 
display his plumage, until she finally 
stumbles on the perfect solution. 

Inspired by the life of Flannery 
O’Connor, this delightful story, full 
of humor and heart, celebrates the 
legacy of a great American writer. 

Includes a note about Flannery 
O’Connor.

ACREE GRAHAM MACAM is an 
advertising copywriter. She won the 
Louis Sudler Prize in the Arts for cre-
ative writing.

NATALIE NELSON’s illustrations 
have appeared in many publications, 
including the New York Times, New 
York Magazine and the Washington Post.

Picture Book

8.5 x 10 • 44 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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SHORT STORIES FOR LITTLE MONSTERS
MARIE-LOUISE GAY

A book of comics from the internationally acclaimed author of the 
Stella and Sam series

This collection of illustrated 
stories gives us a glimpse into the way 
children explore the world with humor 
and zaniness. 

What do cats really see? What do 
trees talk about? Should you make 
funny faces on a windy day? Do worms 
rule the world? Do mothers always tell 
the truth? Do snails have nightmares?

The watercolor and collage illustra-
tions are rich in detail and tiny hilari-
ous subplots that will delight all little 
sharp-eyed monsters.  

MARIE-LOUISE GAY is a world-
renowned author and illustrator of 
children’s books. She has won many 
awards and has been nominated for the 
Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award and 
the Hans Christian Andersen Award. 
Her Stella and Sam books have been 
published in more than fifteen lan-
guages.

Picture Book

9 x 12 • 48 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2017
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BUDDY AND EARL AND THE GREAT BIG BABY
MAUREEN FERGUS
ILLUSTRATED BY CAREY SOOKOCHEFF

When Buddy and Earl babysit, hilarious chaos erupts

Mom’s friend Mrs. Cunningham 
is coming for a visit, and she’s bringing 
her baby! While Buddy tries to explain 
the ins and outs of babydom to Earl, 
neither of them is prepared for the 
chaos the small and adorable creature 
brings with him.

This third title in the critically ac-
claimed Buddy and Earl series follows 
a dog who likes to play by the rules 
and a hedgehog who knows no limits 
on another fun adventure in deductive 
reasoning and imaginative play.

MAUREEN FERGUS is an award-win-
ning author of books for kids of all ages.

CAREY SOOKOCHEFF’s illustrations 
have garnered awards from Communi-
cation Arts and American Illustration as 
well as the Society of Illustrators.

Picture Book

7.25 x 8.5 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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BUDDY AND EARL

RIGHTS HELD: World

★ “… truly outstanding.”  — Booklist, starred review

★ “An understated winner of a friendship story. … simulta-
neously of-the-moment and timeless.”  — Publishers Weekly, 
starred review

BUDDY AND EARL GO EXPLORING

RIGHTS HELD: World

Coming in Spring 2016

★ “Roll, fetch, bite. Life is good for Buddy and Earl in this 
aerobic exercise of the imagination.” — Kirkus, starred review

BUDDY AND EARL GO TO SCHOOL

RIGHTS HELD: World

Coming in Fall 2017

Also in this series
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FRIEND OR FOE? 
JOHN SOBOL
ILLUSTRATED BY DASHA TOLSTIKOVA

A stunningly illustrated fable about friendship

“A lonely mouse lived in a small 
house beside a great palace. In the 
great palace lived a cat …” 

Each night the mouse gazes up at 
the cat in the palace tower. Is the cat 
my friend? he wonders. Determined to 
find out, he bravely climbs all the way 
up to the tower, where the cat sits on 
the windowsill. 

“Hello, are you friend or foe?” he 
squeaks.

This simple story by John Sobol has 
a surprising outcome, giving young 
readers a chance to draw their own 
conclusions. It is perfectly comple-
mented by Dasha Tolstikova’s subtle 
yet striking illustrations.

JOHN SOBOL is an author, musician 
and poet who has performed at festi-
vals and clubs in a dozen countries. He 
also likes reciting poems to children. 
This is his first picture book.

DASHA TOLSTIKOVA’s illustrations 
have appeared in the New York Times, 
the Wall Street Journal and the New 
Yorker. Her graphic-novel memoir, A 
Year Without Mom, has been widely 
praised and has been translated into 
Korean and Swedish.

Picture Book

9.5 x 10 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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THE MOON INSIDE
SANDRA V. FEDER
ILLUSTRATED BY AIMÉE SICURO

Luminous illustrations enhance a classic story about overcoming 
fears

Yellow is Ella’s favorite color — 
she loves the bright, sunny daytime. 
But every night, as darkness falls, she 
becomes afraid. When her mother en-
courages her to look at the soft glow 
of the moon and fireflies dancing in 
the night, and to listen to the chirping 
of crickets and the gentle rustling of 
the wind, Ella gradually realizes that 
nighttime can be something to look 
forward to.

With illustrations by Aimée Sicuro, 
this story will inspire parents and chil-
dren to welcome the peaceful nature of 
nighttime into their homes and hearts. 

SANDRA V. FEDER worked as a news-
paper journalist for many years before 
she began writing children’s books. 

AIMÉE SICURO recently published 
her first picture book, Bright Sky, 
Starry City by Uma Krishnaswami.

Picture Book

9.25 x 9.25 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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TURN ON THE NIGHT
GERALDO VALÉRIO

A wordless book that celebrates a child’s imaginative freedom

A little girl falls asleep and in 
her dream becomes a huge gray wolf, 
like the one in her bedtime story. Out 
the window she leaps, and a marvel-
ous nighttime adventure unfolds. A 
rooster and reindeer join in the fun, 
until the three are suddenly stopped 
in their tracks by a giant dazzling star. 
The reindeer climbs up on the wolf, 
and the rooster up on the reindeer to 
reach the star and carry it home.

This vibrantly illustrated wordless 
picture book is a celebration of the in-
spiration and freedom to be found in 
stories, dreams and the imagination.

GERALDO VALÉRIO’S illustrations 
appear in books published in Canada, 
the United States, Brazil and Portugal. 

Picture Book

9 x 11 • 40 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016

Also by Geraldo Valério

MY BOOK OF BIRDS

RIGHTS HELD: World
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BEAR’S WINTER PARTY
DEBORAH HODGE
ILLUSTRATED BY LISA CINAR

Will Bear’s party be a success? Or will the other animals be too 
afraid to come?

Bear loves his forest home, but 
sometimes he gets lonely. It’s hard be-
ing the biggest animal around. And 
so he comes up with a festive plan to 
make friends with all the other forest 
creatures.

Bear makes invitations for the 
other animals, inviting them to a win-
ter party in his den. But as the night 
grows dark, Bear worries that his for-
est neighbors may be too frightened 
to come. Just when he is about to give 
up hope, Bear spots Deer peeking out 
from behind a tree …

DEBORAH HODGE is the award-win-
ning author of more than twenty-five 
books for young readers.

LISA CINAR is an educator and the 
author and illustrator of two picture 
books.

Picture Book

10.5 x 8.5 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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A FAMILY IS A FAMILY IS A FAMILY
SARA O’LEARY
ILLUSTRATED BY QIN LENG

A funny picture book that answers an important question: What is 
a family?

When a teacher asks the children 
in her class to think about what makes 
their families special, the answers are 
all different in many ways — but the 
same in the one way that matters most 
of all.

As her classmates describe who 
they live with and who loves them — 
families of every shape, size and every 
kind of relation — one nervous girl re-
alizes that as long as her family is full 
of caring people, it is special.

SARA O’LEARY is the author of the 
award-winning Henry series, illus-
trated by Julie Morstad. She has taught 
screenwriting and writing for children 
at Concordia University in Montreal.

QIN LENG is a designer and illus-
trator who has published children’s 
books around the world. She has won 
the Asian/Pacific American Award for 
Literature and has been a Governor 
General’s Award finalist.

Picture Book

8.5 x 10 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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THE ALPHABET THIEF
BILL RICHARDSON
ILLUSTRATED BY ROXANNA BIKADOROFF 

Richardson and Bikadoroff have created an inventive and playful 
alphabet book

“The alphabet thief stole all of the B’s, 
and all of the bowls became owls. All 
of the brats were turned into rats, and 
when Bill became ill, how he howled.”

The alphabet thief steals each 
letter, one by one, wreaking havoc as 
she goes, until the Z’s mercifully send 
her to sleep so that the letters can 
scamper back to where they belong. 

Part alphabet book, part word 
game, The Alphabet Thief will surprise 
and delight young readers with rhymes 
and the silly fun to be had with lan-
guage.

BILL RICHARDSON, winner of Cana-
da’s Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal 
for Humour and former CBC Radio 
personality, has written several highly 
acclaimed picture books and a novel 
for children.

ROXANNA BIKADOROFF’s illustra-
tions have been published internation-
ally for more than twenty-five years. 
She recently collaborated with Bill 
Richardson on his collection of adult 
poems, The First Little Bastard to Call 
Me Gramps.

Picture Book

5.5 x 7.375 • 40 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2017
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SUPER-DUPER MONSTER VIEWER
KEVIN SYLVESTER

Can you see the invisible monsters all around you?

Imagine that you are holding a 
device that will allow you to see the 
monsters that live invisibly all around 
us. All you have to do is follow the 
simple instructions and … total chaos! 

Technology isn’t always easy, and 
this monster viewer disguised as a 
book is no exception. If you hold the 
viewer too high, all you see are the tops 
of the monsters’ heads. Too low, and 
all you see are their feet. And things 
don’t get any better when the monsters 
themselves try to help out.

KEVIN SYLVESTER is an award-
winning illustrator, writer and 
broadcaster. He writes and illustrates 
everything from murder mysteries and 
science fiction to books on sports and 
financial literacy.

Picture Book

9.5 x 7.5 • 40 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 SPRING 2016
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SOMOS COMO LAS NUBES / WE ARE LIKE 
THE CLOUDS
JORGE ARGUETA • ALFONSO RUANO 
TRANSLATED BY ELISA AMADO

An eloquent and timely plea for understanding refugees

Why are young people leaving 
their country to walk to the United 
States to seek a new, safe home? Over 
100,000 such children have left Cen-
tral America. This book of poetry 
helps us to understand why and what 
it is like to be them.

A refugee from El Salvador’s war in 
the eighties, Jorge Argueta was born to 
explain the tragic choice confronting 
young Central Americans today, who 
are saying goodbye to everything they 
know because they fear for their lives. 
The book is beautifully illustrated by 
master artist Alfonso Ruano.

JORGE ARGUETA is an award-
winning author of picture books and 
poetry for young children.

ALFONSO RUANO is the illustrator of 
The Composition by Antonio Skármeta, 
which won the Jane Addams Children’s 
Book Award, the UNESCO Tolerance 
Award and is on the Américas Award 
Commended List.

Poetry

8.25 x 9.125 • 36 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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FLANNERY
LISA MOORE

A touching and hilarious YA novel from an internationally 
renowned author

Sixteen-year-old Flannery Malone has 
been in love with Tyrone O’Rourke since the days 
she still believed in Santa Claus. But Tyrone has 
grown from a dorky kid into an outlaw graffiti art-
ist, literally too cool for school. 

Which is a problem, since he and Flannery are 
partners for the entrepreneurship class that she 
needs to graduate. And Tyrone’s vanishing act may 
have darker causes than she realizes. 

When Flannery decides to make a love potion 
for her entrepreneurship project, rumors that it 
actually works go viral, and she suddenly has a hot 
commodity on her hands. But a series of shattering 
events makes her realize that real-life love is far 
more potent — and potentially damaging — than 
any fairy-tale prescription.

LISA MOORE is the bestselling author of the nov-
els February, longlisted for the Man Booker Prize; 
Alligator, a finalist for the Scotiabank Giller Prize; 
and Caught, a finalist for the Rogers Writers’ Trust 
Fiction Prize and the Scotiabank Giller Prize. Flan-
nery is her first book for young readers.

Young Adult Fiction

6 x 9 • 272 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French 
Canada

 SPRING 2016

★ “Smart, bold, heartbreaking — sophisticated teen 
readers will be wowed.” — Kirkus, starred review
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An excerpt from Flannery

The man is holding up a tiny, delicate glass 
bottle. It’s shaped like a bottle but it appears to 
be liquid fire. It is pulsing like it is a heart, and 
the heart is flushing with blood that is not blood 
but white, boiling light with a yellow halo.

The man dips the little vessel into a vat and 
there’s a hiss and a cloud of smoke and he lifts the 
glass heart out of the vat and it’s a perfect bottle 
for a love potion.
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A BOY NAMED QUEEN
SARA CASSIDY

Who will be brave enough to make friends with the boy named 
Queen?

Evelyn is both aghast and fascinated when a 
new boy comes to grade five and tells everyone his 
name is Queen. Queen wears shiny gym shorts and 
wants to organize a chess/environment club. His fa-
ther plays weird loud music and has tattoos. Queen’s 
life seems to be the complete opposite of Evelyn’s, 
with her strict routine and even stricter mother.

Evelyn and Queen become friends, almost 
against Evelyn’s better judgment. Why, she wonders, 
does he incite the class bullies by drawing so much 
attention to himself? Yet he is the most interesting 
person she has ever met. So when she receives an 
invitation to his birthday party, she knows she must 
go. And there her eyes are opened to a whole new 
world, and a few marvelous possibilities of her own.

SARA CASSIDY is an award-winning journalist 
and the author of six books for young readers. The 
co-founder and past artistic director of the Victo-
ria Writers Festival, she lives in Victoria, British 
Columbia. 

Chapter Book

5 x 7.5 • 80 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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An excerpt from A Boy Named Queen

“How do you stand it?” Evelyn asks ...
“I put up a force field,” says Queen. “All 

around me. The dumb things they say — even 
the dumb things they think — bounce off it.”

“I’d like a force field like that.”
“Just make one. Imagine it. See it. Mine is 

turquoise.”
Evelyn closes her eyes. She imagines electric-

ity spreading out from her, pushing Parker and 
Connor and their stupid words out, out, out.

It’s like she’s in an egg with a strong shell. It’s 
blue.
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WATCHING TRAFFIC
JANE OZKOWSKI

A stunning debut novel about that uncertain summer after high-
school graduation

Emily has finally finished high school. At last, 
she thinks, her adult life can begin.

But while Lincoln prepares to go backpacking in 
Australia, and Melissa packs up for university, Em-
ily realizes she has no idea what she wants her new 
life to look like. Will she end up working forever 
at Pamela’s Country Catering, cutting the crusts 
off party sandwiches? Will she always be known as 
the local girl whose mother abandoned her in the 
worst way possible all those years ago? Spend the 
rest of her life listening to the distant hum of the 
highway leading away from the town everyone else 
can’t wait to leave? 

With poetic prose and a keen eye for the quirks 
and ironies of small-town life, a talented new writer 
captures a time that is both full of possibility — and 
completely terrifying.  

JANE OZKOWSKI has a BA in English and Creative 
Writing from York University. Watching Traffic is 
her first novel.

Young Adult Fiction

5.5 x 8.5 • 192 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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An excerpt from Watching Traffic

“If Cavanaugh’s so great, why is it that every 
person I talk to can’t wait to get out of here?”

“Because they don’t know anything. There’s 
a highway cutting through the whole town, and 
they think if they follow it they’ll find some-
where better. Nothing’s better, though. You can 
be unhappy here, or you can be unhappy some-
where else ...”

I finish the last sip of my water and look into 
the bottle. ... A drip of water falls into my eye, 
and when I blink it out, it feels like a tear. 
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ALUTA
ADWOA BADOE

In 1981 Ghana, 18-year-old Charlotte is exposed to political ideas 
that are both exciting and dangerous

For Charlotte, university life is better 
than she’d ever dreamed — the camaraderie of 
dorm living, parties, clubs and boyfriends. Most of 
all, Charlotte is exposed to new ideas, and in 1981 
Ghana, this may be the most exciting — and most 
dangerous — adventure of all.

Soon Charlotte is drawn into the world of stu-
dent politics. She’s good at it, she’s impassioned, 
and she’s in love with a fellow student leader. When 
Ghana’s government is overthrown, she takes up 
the slogan of student protest — “The struggle con-
tinues! Aluta! Aluta continua!” But her love of the 
spotlight puts her in the public eye and, too late, she 
realizes that she has caught the attention of power-
ful and ruthless authorities.

A heartfelt story told with uncompromising 
honesty. 

ADWOA BADOE is a Ghanaian-born physician, 
storyteller, educator, writer and African dance 
instructor. The CBC named her YA novel Between 
Sisters one of the five best books to give to a young 
woman today.

Young Adult Fiction

5.5 x 8.5 • 224 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016

Also by Adwoa Badoe

BETWEEN SISTERS

RIGHTS HELD: World
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An excerpt from Aluta

Time passed, perhaps an hour. There was no 
clock in the room and they had taken my watch. 

I thought through the questions I had been 
asked. My answers were innocent enough and 
I hoped that I would soon be released. Then I 
could warn the others. 

I walked cautiously to the door and tried it. 
It was locked. I returned to my chair and noted 
with unease that my bladder was filling.

I was anxious but not panicky.
What would they gain by hurting a common 

student?
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THE TRAGIC TALE OF THE GREAT AUK
JAN THORNHILL

For hundreds of thousands of years, Great Auks thrived. And then 
they were gone …

Great Auks once thrived in the 
icy seas of the North Atlantic, bobbing 
on the waves, diving for fish and strug-
gling up onto rocky shores to mate and 
hatch their fluffy chicks. But by 1844, 
not a single one of these magnificent 
birds was alive.

This stunningly illustrated book 
tells the story of these birds that 
“weighed as much as a sack of potatoes 
and stood as tall as a preteen’s waist.” 
Their demise came about in part be-
cause of their anatomy. Still, the birds 
managed to escape their predators 
much of the time … until humans be-
came seafarers. 

JAN THORNHILL is an award-win-
ning author, illustrator and designer 
who brings her fascination with the 
natural world to her books for chil-
dren.

Non-fiction 

8.5 x 11 • 44 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016
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WHAT MILLY DID
The Remarkable Pioneer of Plastics Recycling
ELISE MOSER

ILLUSTRATED BY SCOT RITCHIE

The extraordinary story of the woman who made plastics recycling 
possible

Milly Zantow wanted to solve 
the problem of her town’s full landfill 
and ended up creating a global recy-
cling standard — the system of num-
bers you see inside the little triangle 
on plastics. This is the inspiring story 
of how she mobilized her community, 
creating sweeping change to help the 
environment. 

Includes black-and-white illustra-
tions, sidebars, sources for further 
information, a glossary and an index.

ELISE MOSER is the crit ically 
acclaimed author of the adult novel 
Because I Have Loved and Hidden It and 
the young adult novel Lily and Taylor.

SCOT RITCHIE is an illustrator with 
more than fifty books to his credit. He 
has worked with the National Film 
Board of Canada and has exhibited 
his illustrations at the National Gal-
lery of Canada.

Non-fiction

6.75 x 8.5 • 48 pages 

RIGHTS HELD: World

 FALL 2016



GROUNDWOOD BOOKS IS REPRESENTED BY AGENTS  
IN THE FOLLOWING TERRITORIES:

GERMANY

Fiction works only, Paul & Peter Fritz Agency
Antonia Fritz | afritz@fritzagency.com

CHINA

Complex Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Cynthia Chang | cynthia@bardonchinese.com.tw

Simplified Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Jianmei Wang | jianmei@bardonchinese.com.tw

JAPAN

Japan Uni Agency, Inc., Maiko Fujinaga | maiko.fujinaga@japanuni.co.jp
Takeshi Oyama | takeshi.oyama@japanuni.co.jp

KOREA

Choicemaker Korea, Nari Park | nari@thechoicemaker.com

FOR OTHER TERRITORIES INQUIRE DIRECTLY TO

Gillian Fizet, Rights Director | gfizet@groundwoodbooks.com
Barbara Howson, Vice President, Sales and Licensing | bhowson@groundwoodbooks.com

For more information about Groundwood Books visit groundwoodbooks.com.

Groundwood Books / House of Anansi Press
128 Sterling Road, Lower Level, Toronto, Ontario M6R 2B7
Tel: 416-363-4343  Fax: 416-363-1017
groundwoodbooks.com

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

We acknowledge for their 
financial support of our 
publishing program the 
Canada Council for the Arts, 
the Ontario Arts Council, the 
Ontario Media Development 
Corporation and the Govern-
ment of Canada.

With the participation of the Government of Canada
Avec la participation du gouvernement du Canada



★ “Deceptively simple, but with great narrative 
sophistication … Fascinating and heartfelt.”  
— Kirkus, starred review

“A perceptive story about change, aloneness, 
ambition and, ultimately, resilience.”  
— New York Times

★ “An absorbing graphic memoir. … Readers 
will wish the sequel were available instantly.” 
— Publishers Weekly, starred review

RIGHTS SOLD: Korea, Sweden

A YEAR WITHOUT MOM
Dasha Tolstikova

FRIEND OR FOE?
John Sobol

Illustrated by Dasha Tolstikova

COMING IN 
FALL 2016


