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A stunning graphic novel debut

A YEAR WITHOUT MOM
DASHA TOLSTIKOVA

A Year Without Mom follows twelve-year-
old Dasha through a year full of turmoil after her 
mother leaves for America.

It is the early 1990s in Moscow, and political 
change is in the air. But Dasha is more worried 
about her own challenges as she negotiates family, 
friendships and school without her mother. Just as 
she begins to find her own feet, she gets word that 
she is to join her mother in America — a place that 
seems impossibly far from everything and every-
one she loves. 

This subtly illustrated graphic novel signals 
the emergence of Dasha Tolstikova as a major new 
talent.

DASHA TOLSTIKOVA is an illustrator whose work 
has appeared in the New York Times, the Wall Street 
Journal and the New Yorker. Her picture book The 
Jacket, written by Kirsten Hall, was named a New 
York Times Notable Book of 2014.

Middle-Grade Graphic Novel

6.5 x 8.5 • 168 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

FALL 2015
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THE MOSQUITO BROTHERS
GRIFFIN ONDAATJE
ILLUSTRATED BY ERICA SALCEDO

A city mosquito finds friendship and adventure

After he nearly drowns in a parking-lot 
puddle, Dinnn Needles is fearful of many things, 
including flying. When his four hundred siblings 
swarm off without him, he finds time to dream — 
about family stories, a lost brother, adventure in 
The Wild and, above all, how to be cool. 

And then one day, as fate would have it, Dinnn 
is given a chance to visit his relatives in The Wild, 
where new perils await an inexperienced city mos-
quito.

Accompanied by quirky line drawings by Span-
ish illustrator Erica Salcedo, this is a humorous 
and remarkably informative nature-adventure 
story about an unlikely pointy-nosed hero with 
big dreams and an even bigger heart.

GRIFFIN ONDAATJE is a writer and filmmaker. He 
is the author of The Camel in the Sun (illustrated by 
Linda Wolfsgruber) and the editor of The Monkey 
King and Other Stories, a collection of South Asian 
tales. He has three children and lives in Toronto 
with his family.

ERICA SALCEDO has a Master’s degree in graphic 
design and illustration from the University of 
Valencia. She lives in Cuenca, Spain. 
ericasalcedo.com

Middle-Grade Fiction

5.5 x 8.5 • 128 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

SPRING 2015
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THE TRAVELING CIRCUS
MARIE-LOUISE GAY AND DAVID HOMEL

A new addition to the enormously popular Travels with My  
Family series

Charlie and his family are about to embark 
on another trip, to another out-of-the-way place 
off the beaten path. This time they are heading to 
an island in Croatia, a country Charlie has never 
even heard of.

Charlie finds out that this area of the world has a 
long and troubled history, that wars are complicat-
ed, and that long-time feuds can continue to divide 
neighbors generations later. But he also discovers 
that you don’t need to speak the same language to 
communicate with people. Not when you’re having 
a party in a field, surrounded by goats and dancing 
in the glow of car headlights with the radio blaring 
out Croatian music.  

A warm, funny and thought-provoking book that 
celebrates a child’s love of adventure and boundless 
curiosity about the world. 

MARIE-LOUISE GAY is a world-renowned author 
and illustrator of children’s books. Her Stella and 
Sam books have been published in more than fifteen 
languages. marielouisegay.com

DAVID HOMEL is an award-winning novelist, 
screenwriter, journalist and translator who has won 
several awards for his adult novels and translations. 

Middle-Grade Fiction

5.5 x 8.5 • 152 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

SPRING 2015
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TRAVELS WITH MY FAMILY
Marie-Louise Gay and David Homel
RIGHTS HELD: World 
RIGHTS SOLD: French (Europe), French (North America),  
Simplified Chinese

ON THE ROAD AGAIN!
Marie-Louise Gay and David Homel
RIGHTS HELD: World 
RIGHTS SOLD: French (North America)

SUMMER IN THE CITY
Marie-Louise Gay and David Homel
RIGHTS HELD: World

Also in this series
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KABUNGO
ROLLI

When your best friend is a cavegirl, every day is an adventure

Ten-year-old Beverly is an ordinary girl 
with an extraordinary best friend. Her name is 
Kabungo, and she’s a cavegirl who lives on Main 
Street. Life is never dull when Kabungo is around. 
Beverly tries to teach her friend to read and to brush 
her teeth, tells her about Halloween and follows 
Kabungo when she searches for her family.

Hilarious and poignant, Kabungo is the most 
original and endearing middle-grade heroine since 
Pippi Longstocking.

ROLLI is a writer and cartoonist. He is the author 
of two short story collections, a book of poems, 
and the middle-grade novel Dr. Franklin’s Staticy 
Cat. His cartoons have appeared in Reader’s Digest, 
Harvard Business Review, Adbusters and the Chronicle 
of Higher Education.

Middle-Grade Fiction

5 x 7.5 • 144 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

SPRING 2016
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An excerpt from Kabungo

My major goal in life was to teach Kabungo the 
alphabet. It just seemed like a shame that a ten-
year-old girl who lived in a cave on Main Street 
couldn’t read or write or even sign her name. 

If teaching a cave girl her ABCs sounds hard, 
though, think harder. Think impossible. Because 
it’s practically impossible to teach someone some-
thing when she keeps eating bugs and smelling 
your hair. 

Impossible or not, though, I kept trying. As 
my Uncle George always says, sooner or later, 
even impossible takes a nap.

So I headed to the cave one day with a few 
books under my arm. They were all picture books. 
Kabungo doesn’t have the patience for too many 
words. I tried reading her a novel once but she just 
said, “Yak, yak, yak,” and threw it into the fire pit. 
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THE MISSING DOG IS SPOTTED
JESSICA SCOTT KERRIN

An engaging mystery about a dog that might not even exist

Trevor Tower doesn’t worry about being 
short until he is assigned dog-walking duty with 
Loyola Louden, the tallest person in his class. But 
the dogs are a wonderful distraction, and even be-
fore Trevor and Loyola vow to solve the mystery 
of a missing spotted dog, they are becoming good 
friends. 

In this standalone prequel to the acclaimed novel 
The Spotted Dog Last Seen — a New York Public 
Library Book for Reading and Sharing (2013) — 
Jessica Scott Kerrin gives readers another mystery 
to solve and a lost dog to find. But does the missing 
dog even exist? 

JESSICA SCOTT KERRIN is the author of the best-
selling Martin Bridge series. She lives in downtown 
Halifax, Canada, and once owned a nutty springer 
spaniel who inspired this book.

Middle-Grade Fiction

5 x 7.5 • 208 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

SPRING 2015

Also by Jessica Scott Kerrin

THE SPOTTED DOG LAST SEEN

RIGHTS HELD: World



9

STRANGE LIGHT AFAR
Tales of the Supernatural from Old Japan

RUI UMEZAWA | ILLUSTRATED BY MIKIKO FUJITA

Beautiful, strange and unforgettable retellings of traditional 
Japanese folktales

A bitterly jealous brother, a cold-hearted 
husband, a monk who mistakes desire for piety, 
a fraudulent merchant who meets his match in a 
supernatural river otter, a samurai who makes the 
ultimate sacrifice — the motives underlying these 
traditional Japanese folktale characters are explored 
with haunting results. 

Prompted by the sometimes illogical actions of 
folktale characters, master storyteller Rui Umezawa 
revisits eight popular Japanese folktales, delving 
beneath the surface to highlight the psychological 
motivations behind the characters’ actions.

Evocative and haunting illustrations by the 
stunningly talented Mikiko Fujita add to the eerie 
beauty of this collection. A detailed afterword out-
lines the author’s storytelling approach and pro-
vides source material for each tale. 

RUI UMEZAWA is a storyteller and the author of 
The Truth About Death and Dying, which was short-
listed for the Commonwealth Book Prize for Best 
First Book.

Born in Japan, MIKIKO FUJITA is a young artist 
and graphic designer now living in Munich, Ger-
many.

Young Adult Fiction

5.5 x 8.5 • 144 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

FALL 2015
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Introducing Buddy and Earl, two unlikely 
animal friends who spring to life in this exciting 
new picture-book series. Their friendship is ten-
der and loyal, and their adventures are funny and 
imaginative. Maureen Fergus’s text is witty and un-
derstated, and Carey Sookocheff’s art emphasizes 
both the humor and the warmth of this odd and 
loveable animal couple.

Buddy and Earl Go Exploring will publish in 
Spring 2016, with Buddy and Earl and the Great Big 
Baby coming out in Fall 2016.

MAUREEN FERGUS is an award-winning author 
of books for kids of all ages. Her novels include the 
Gypsy King trilogy and Ortega; her picture books 
include And What If I Won’t? and The Day My Mom 
Came to Kindergarten.

CAREY SOOKOCHEFF’s illustrations have gar-
nered awards from Communication Arts and Ameri-
can Illustration as well as the Society of Illustrators.

Picture Book

7.25 x 8.5 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

Picture Book

7.25 x 8.5 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

BUDDY AND EARL
MAUREEN FERGUS
ILLUSTRATED BY CAREY SOOKOCHEFF

A dog who likes to play by the rules meets a hedgehog who knows 
no limits 

SPRING 2016

FALL 2015
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GRANT AND TILLIE GO WALKING
MONICA KULLING
ILLUSTRATED BY SYDNEY SMITH

Sometimes inspiration is found in the most unlikely places

Inspired by the life of artist Grant Wood, 
creator of the iconic painting American Gothic, this 
is the sensitively imagined story of Grant and his 
beloved cow, Tillie. Skillfully mixing fact with fic-
tion, Monica Kulling’s text explores the making of 
an artist, while Sydney Smith’s illustrations echo 
Grant Wood’s own techniques. The result is a gen-
tly wise picture book that will encourage young 
readers and artists to be inspired by the love that is 
sometimes only found close to home.

Includes an author’s note that provides bio-
graphical information about Grant Wood and 
historical context for his European and American 
artistic influences. 

MONICA KULLING is the author of over forty 
books for children, including the popular Great 
Idea series, stories of inventors.

SYDNEY SMITH has illustrated children’s books 
for multiple authors, including Sidewalk Flowers by 
JonArno Lawson, and has received awards for his 
illustrations, including the Lillian Shepherd Memo-
rial Award for Excellence in Illustration.

Picture Book

10.25 x 8.125 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

FALL 2015

Also by Monica Kulling

THE TWEEDLES  
GO ONLINE

RIGHTS HELD: World

Also illustrated by  
Sydney Smith

SIDEWALK  
FLOWERS

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Simplified Chinese, Korean, 
World English, German, French (Europe), 
French (North America), Portuguese, Japa-
nese, Spanish (North America)
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TWO WHITE RABBITS
JAIRO BUITRAGO | ILLUSTRATED BY RAFAEL YOCKTENG
Translated by Elisa Amado

From the highly acclaimed creators of Jimmy the Greatest!, a 
migration story from a child’s point of view

In this moving and timely story, a little girl 
describes what it is like to be a migrant as she and 
her father travel north, mostly on the roof of a train. 
She counts animals, clouds, stars. Sometimes she 
sees soldiers. Occasionally they are forced to stop, 
and her father has to earn more money before they 
can continue. 

As many thousands of people undertake the 
arduous journey from Central America to the US 
border in search of a better life, this is an important 
book that shows a young migrant’s perspective.

JAIRO BUITRAGO is a children’s book author who 
has collaborated with Rafael Yockteng on several 
picture books. Their books have been included in 
the White Ravens Catalogue, the Banco del Libro’s 
Best Books of the Year and IBBY’s Honour List.

RAFAEL YOCKTENG has illustrated a number of 
children’s books, which have been published in 
Colombia and abroad.

Picture Book

9 x 8 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

FALL 2015
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PINNY IN SUMMER
JOANNE SCHWARTZ
ILLUSTRATED BY ISABELLE MALENFANT

One little girl’s perfect day is a bright and inviting adventure 

This engaging and simple story, told in 
chapter- like episodes, follows Pinny on a long, 
lazy day near the end of summer as she searches 
for a wishing rock, watches clouds and picks wild 
blueberries with her friends Annie and Lou, feeds 
a visiting seagull, and bakes a cake to share with 
her friends.

Written in classic picture-book style, and gor-
geously illustrated by Isabelle Malenfant, this is an 
ideal book for readers beginning to make the jump 
to independent reading.

JOANNE SCHWARTZ is the author of Our Corner 
Grocery Store, illustrated by Laura Beingessner, and 
City Alphabet, with photos by Matt Beam.

ISABELLE MALENFANT has illustrated more 
than a dozen children’s books. Her illustration 
style mixes mediums such as watercolor, pastel 
and charcoal to create poetic and sensitive worlds.

Picture Book

7.5 x 8.5 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

Also illustrated by Isabelle Malenfant

MORRIS MICKLEWHITE AND THE TANGERINE DRESS

RIGHTS HELD: World
RIGHTS SOLD: French (North America)

SPRING 2016
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TOKYO DIGS A GARDEN
JON-ERIK LAPPANO
ILLUSTRATED BY KELLEN HATANAKA

What happens when nature takes over?

Tokyo lives in a small house between giant 
buildings with his family and his cat, Kevin. His 
grandfather has lived in the small house since he 
was a boy, and has seen the hills and trees that 
used to surround it replaced with highways and 
skyscrapers.

One day, an old woman offers Tokyo seeds, tell-
ing him they will grow into whatever he wishes. 
Tokyo and his grandfather are astonished when the 
seeds grow into a forest so lush, it takes over the 
entire city overnight. Soon the whole city has gone 
wild, with animals roaming where cars once drove. 
But is this a problem to be surmounted, or a new 
way of living to be embraced?

With Tokyo Digs a Garden, Jon-Erik Lappano and 
Kellen Hatanaka have created a thoughtful and in-
spiring fable of environmentalism and imagination. 

JON-ERIK LAPPANO is an educator and story-
teller with curiosity and a deep love of nature. This 
is his first book.

KELLEN HATANAKA is a designer and illustrator. 
He is the author and illustrator of Work: An Occupa-
tional ABC and Drive: A Look at Roadside Opposites.

Picture Book

8.375 x 11 • 32 pages

Rights Held: World

SPRING 2016

Also by Kellen Hatanaka

DRIVE: A LOOK AT ROADSIDE OPPOSITES

RIGHTS HELD: World
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MY BOOK OF BIRDS
GERALDO VALÉRIO

A stunning album of some of the most beautiful birds in the world

Geraldo Valério is an artist who loves birds, 
from majestic golden eagles and snowy owls to bril-
liant cardinals and jays to the tiniest of humming-
birds. Here he presents his favorites, in beautiful 
collage illustrations. We see these feathered crea-
tures in their natural habitats, in flight, searching 
for food, nesting and caring for their young. Ac-
companying the art are brief descriptions that high-
light the most intriguing features of each species. 
With vibrant illustrations and a concise, accessible 
text, My Book of Birds is a treasure for readers young 
and old. Includes an index.

GERALDO VALÉRIO was born in Brazil, where he 
received a Bachelor of Arts in drawing, followed 
by a Master of Arts at New York University. His 
collage illustrations appear in books published in 
Canada, the United States, Brazil and Portugal.

Non-fiction

9.25 x 12.25 • 60 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

SPRING 2016



21

Celebrate the Pacific west coast with this gorgeous nature alphabet 
book

Author Deborah Hodge has spent more than 
forty years on the west coast, frequently visiting the 
Pacific Rim region, and she knows it intimately. 
From A to Z she describes in vivid language the 
rainforest, ocean and beach, and a great variety of 
animals that a child might see walking along the 
shore — from tiny sea jellies to inquisitive sand-
pipers to leaping orcas. Illustrator Karen Reczuch 
brings her remarkable talent to the book, and has 
created image after image that is simply breathtak-
ing. The text and art have been carefully checked 
for scientific accuracy. 

DEBORAH HODGE, the author of more than 
twenty-five books, specializes in writing engaging 
non-fiction for young readers. 

KAREN RECZUCH has illustrated many award-
winning children’s books.

WEST COAST WILD
A Nature Alphabet
DEBORAH HODGE
ILLUSTRATED BY KAREN RECZUCH

Picture Book

8.75 x 11 • 48 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

FALL 2015
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I LOVE YOU ONE TO TEN
CAROLINE ADDERSON
ILLUSTRATED BY CHRISTINA LEIST

What is a mother to do when her young child is just too lively at 
bedtime?

In this poem addressed to a young child, author 
Caroline Adderson outlines the ten things a mother 
loves about her little one. From his scaley elbows 
and knees to his twitchy tail, every inch of this little 
“monster” is itemized and admired.

Gentle and humorous illustrations by Christina 
Leist show how one tired parent decides to partici-
pate in a bit of rowdy play at bedtime. 

CAROLINE ADDERSON is the author of award-
winning books for adults and young readers. She 
has been nominated for many awards, including the 
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, two 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prizes, the Giller Prize, 
the Governor General’s Award and the Rogers 
Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize.

CHRISTINA LEIST has illustrated several books 
for children and has been nominated for numerous 
children’s choice awards, including the Chocolate 
Lily Award and the Blue Spruce Award.

Picture Book

7.5 x 9.5 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

FALL 2015
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A wonderful introduction to the Anishinaabe tradition of totem 
animals

Embracing the Anishinaabe tradition of 
totem animals, young children explain why they 
identify with different creatures such as a deer, 
beaver or moose. Delightful illustrations show the 
children wearing masks representing their chosen 
animal, while the few lines of text on each page 
work as a series of simple poems throughout the 
book. 

In a brief author’s note, Danielle Daniel explains 
the importance of totem animals in Anishinaabe 
culture and how they can also act as animal guides 
for young children seeking to understand them-
selves and others.

DANIELLE DANIEL is a mixed-media artist and 
writer. She was inspired to write Sometimes I Feel 
Like a Fox, which began as a series of paintings, 
to encourage her young son to connect with his 
Aboriginal roots.

SOMETIMES I FEEL LIKE A FOX
DANIELLE DANIEL

Picture Book

6.25 x 7.375 • 40 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

FALL 2015
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Everyday objects are transformed through exquisite paper 
sculptures

A wallet, a set of keys, a pair of glasses — these 
are some of the household objects that disappear 
and are fantastically reconstituted in this inventive 
picture book. Minimal text conveys the magic of a 
world where even inanimate objects are constantly 
undergoing a process of growth, transformation 
and change. 

CYBÈLE YOUNG is an award-winning artist who 
exhibits her paper sculpture (Japanese paper printed 
with etched copperplates) internationally. She has 
written and illustrated A Few Blocks, a Kirkus Best 
Children’s Book, and Ten Birds, winner of the Gov-
ernor General’s Award for Illustration.

SOME THINGS I’VE LOST
CYBÈLE YOUNG

Picture Book

9 x 9 • 32 pages with fold-outs

RIGHTS HELD: World

Also by Cybèle Young

OUT THE WINDOW

RIGHTS HELD: World

FALL 2015
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WORK AND MORE WORK
LINDA LITTLE
ILLUSTRATED BY ÓSCAR T. PÉREZ

A boy ventures out to sea to learn about the work that people do in 
the world beyond his family farm

Tom, who lives in the English countryside in 
the mid-1800s, is curious about what it’s like in 
the town, the city and the world beyond. It’s all 
“work and more work,” his parents tell him. Deter-
mined to find out for himself, Tom sets off with a 
bit of bread and cheese in a bundle. He encounters 
crowded marketplaces, bustling wharves, storms on 
the high seas, and cinnamon peelers, indigo dyers 
and tea makers in distant lands. 

Includes an illustrated afterword about work in 
the days before steam, when nothing moved except 
through the power of wind, water and muscle.

LINDA LITTLE is an award-winning novelist and 
short story writer. This is her first picture book.

ÓSCAR T. PÉREZ’s distinctive illustrations appear 
in a number of children’s books, which have been 
published in Spain. He also works in advertising.

Picture Book

8.375 x 11 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

SPRING 2015
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What amazing things can be seen when all the lights go out?

Phoebe helps her dad set up telescopes on the 
sidewalk outside his store. It’s a special night — 
Saturn and Mars are going to appear together in 
the sky. But will Phoebe be able to see them with 
all the city lights? 

Suddenly it begins to rain and storm, and Phoe-
be is filled with disappointment. But then the lights 
go out and the splendors of the planets are revealed 
for all to see. 

An illustrated afterword includes information 
about the solar system, planetary conjunctions and 
light pollution.

UMA KRISHNASWAMI has written many highly 
acclaimed children’s books, including Out of the 
Way! Out of the Way! and The Girl of the Wish Garden. 

AIMÉE SICURO is an award-winning illustrator.

BRIGHT SKY, STARRY CITY
UMA KRISHNASWAMI
ILLUSTRATED BY AIMÉE SICURO

Picture Book

8.5 x 10.5 • 32 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World

SPRING 2015
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AVIS DOLPHIN
FRIEDA WISHINSKY
ILLUSTRATED BY WILLOW DAWSON

An unforgettable story that includes a stunning graphic novel

Avis Dolphin doesn’t want to leave New 
York to go to school in England. And when she 
hears rumors that the Germans will try to sink 
the Lusitania, her fears are almost overwhelming. 
Fortunately, she is befriended by a kindly professor, 
whose stories of the magical island of Foula give her 
strength when the worst does happen. 

Inspired by actual passengers on the Lusita-
nia, Frieda Wishinsky has written a novel of great 
suspense. The graphic novel-style story-within-
a- story by Willow Dawson brings the fantastical 
to life.

FRIEDA WISHINSKY is an award-winning author 
of over sixty children’s books.

WILLOW DAWSON is an award-winning graphic 
novelist.

Middle-Grade Fiction

7 x 10 • 168 pages

RIGHTS HELD: World
RIGHTS SOLD: Italian

SPRING 2015



GROUNDWOOD BOOKS IS REPRESENTED BY AGENTS  
IN THE FOLLOWING TERRITORIES:

GERMANY

Fiction works only, Paul & Peter Fritz Agency
Antonia Fritz | afritz@fritzagency.com

CHINA

Complex Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Cynthia Chang | cynthia@bardon.com.tw

SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Jianmei Wang | Jianmei@bardon.com.tw

JAPAN

Japan Uni Agency, Inc., Maiko Fujinaga | maiko.fujinaga@japanuni.co.jp

KOREA

Choicemaker Korea, Nari Park | tcmkr1@kornet.net

FOR OTHER TERRITORIES INQUIRE DIRECTLY TO

Gillian Fizet, Rights Manager | gfizet@groundwoodbooks.com
Jolise Beaton, Rights Assistant | jbeaton@groundwoodbooks.com
Barbara Howson, Vice President, Sales and Licensing | bhowson@groundwoodbooks.com

For more information about Groundwood Books visit groundwoodbooks.com.

Groundwood Books / House of Anansi Press
110 Spadina Avenue, Suite 801, Toronto, Ontario M5V 2K4
Tel: 416-363-4343  Fax: 416-363-1017
groundwoodbooks.com

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

We acknowledge for their 
financial support of our 
publishing program the 
Canada Council for the Arts, 
the Government of Canada 
through the Canada Book 
Fund (CBF), the Ontario 
Arts Council and the Ontario 
Media Development 
Corporation.
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The Breadwinner
Deborah Ellis

Parvana’s Journey
Deborah Ellis

Mud City
Deborah Ellis

My Name Is Parvana
Deborah Ellis

El pan de la guerra
Deborah Ellis

THE BREADWINNER
15th Anniversary Reissues

“All girls [should read] The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis.” 
— MALALA YOUSAFZAI, NEW YORK TIMES




